H.H.B. CELEBRATES THE DIVINE
LITURGY AT THE BASILICA OF
THE NATIVITY IN BETHLEHEM
On Sunday, June 8/21, 2020, His Beatitude our Father and
Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos officiated the Divine
Liturgy at the Basilica of the Nativity in Bethlehem on the
Feast of All the Saints of Palestine, Martyrs, Confessors and
Righteous, which is being celebrated in the last decades by
the Patriarchate of Jerusalem after the Sunday of All Saints.
Co-celebrants

to

His

Betitude

were

the

Patriarchal

Representative in Bethlehem His Eminence Archbishop
Theophylactos of Jordan, their Eminences Archbishops
Aristarchos of Constantina and Aristovoulos of Madaba,
Hagiotaphite Hieromonks and Arab-speaking Priests, who
minister the Shrine of Bethlehem and Archdeacon Mark with
Hierodeacon Eulogios. The chanting was delivered by Mr.
Vasilios Gotsopoulos on the right in Greek and by the Basilica
choir under Mr. Lawrence Samour on the left in Arabic, with
the participation of only a few faithful due to the measures
against COVID-19.
Before the Holy Communion, His Beatitude read the following
Sermon:
“And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren,
Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into
the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, Follow
me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they straightway
left their nets, and followed him “(Matthew 4:18-20).
Beloved Brothers and Sisters,
Noble Christians

Our Holy Church of Jerusalem is especially celebrating today
the Feast of the Saints of Palestine. Therefore, we also, by
the grace of the Holy Spirit have gathered in this sacred
place of the God-receiving Cave of the Nativity of our God and
Saviour Jesus Christ in order to offer the bloodless Eucharist
a sacrifice of praise to the Holy Trinitarian God, amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The geographical area of Palestine is the Biblical place where
the heavenly met with the earthly, namely the revelation of
God to men, which was fulfilled in the great mystery of God’s
providence, of the incarnation of God the Word through the
pure flesh of the Ever-Virgin Mary.
The Biblical Palestine in the primary place of the calling of
Patriarch Abraham and of the Holy Apostles. “Now the Lord had
said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will
shew thee”(Genesis 12:1). And the Lord said to the fishermen:
“And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets, and
followed him”(Matthew 4:19-20).
Through Abraham’s calling by the Lord, the group of the Holy
people and the Prophets of the Old Testament is being formed.
And through the calling of the fishermen by Christ, the group
of the Holy Apostles is being established. Both the Prophets
and the Apostles became the foundation stone, with Christ
being the chief corner stone, upon which all the Saints of the
Church were established, as St. Paul says: “Now therefore ye
are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with
the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone”(Ephesians 2:19-20).
This means that through the without hesitation acceptance of
their calling, the Prophets and the Apostles were made by God
vessels of the Holy Spirit, a Spirit of Holiness, according to

St. Peter’s words: “But as he which hath called you is holy,
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy”(1 Peter 1:15-16).
In other words, the Holy Apostles who were called by our Lord
Jesus Christ are the prototypes of holiness, namely of man’s
deification, and for this reason we are called to imitate
them. “Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the
upright in heart. Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous; and give
thanks at the remembrance of his holiness”(Psalm 97:11-12)
David chants.
The special characteristic of the land of Palestine is that it
was watered and therefore sanctified by the sacred blood of
the fulfilment of the Law of Moses and of the Prophets, namely
of Christ’s blood. It was also watered with the blood of its
Saints, as they became eye-and-ear witnesses of the teaching,
the miracles, the Passion on the Cross and the Resurrection
from the dead of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as St.
John the Evangelist says: “And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth”(John
1:14). And according to Peter the chief of the Apostles: “For
we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but were eyewitnesses of his majesty”(2 Peter 1:16).
It is also noteworthy that the source of righteousness and
holiness of all the Saints and of course of those in
Palestine, is “the source of life” the Most Blessed Theotokos
and Mother of our God, the Ever-Virgin Mary, who inaugurated
the sanctification of the Biblical Palestine through Her
Annunciation in Nazareth, by giving birth to God the Word in
the Cave of Bethlehem, and through Her burial in Gethsemane in
Jerusalem. All Saints owe their holiness and righteousness to
the immaculate Lady Theotokos and Her obedience to the Will of
God. “And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift:
for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift

is of many offences unto justification”(Romans 5:16) St. Paul
preaches.
The Saints, being “full of fruits of righteousness through
Jesus Christ for the praise and glory of God” (Phil. 1:11),
according to Paul, are a living example by which we are urged
to imitate their godly zeal and perfect love for Christ. And
we say this, because the innumerable chorea of the Saints of
the Church of Christ proves beyond doubt that every single man
has the calling and is able to join the Saints as it is
written: “become holy for I am holy”(1 Peter 1:16). This is
precisely the command of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as
it is also the purpose of His Church. “For the Saints are full
of spiritual grace not only in their words but also in their
bodies” St. Chrysostom says. “I venerate and respect the
Saints, and I ask for their intersessions and prayers, for it
is through their prayers that we are all saved” St. John
Damascene says.
Today’s honoured Saints of Palestine, my dear brethren, are
distinguished for their irrefutable historic witness that, on
the one hand, the revealed truth in Christ is not an ideologic
nor a worldly theory of a religion, and on the other, the
Church as the body of Christ is not a social institution, nor
a charity, but the fact that God, the Creator of all beings
rests in His Saints and in the Church, and this is confirmed
by the psalmist by saying: “For the Lord hath chosen Zion; he
hath desired it for his habitation. This is my rest for ever:
here will I dwell; for I have desired it”(Psalms 132:13-14).
Let us entreat the Saints who have boldness toward God, so
that along with the intersessions of the Theotokos and EverVirgin Mary we may find the holiness in Christ and the
salvation of our souls. Amen.”
After the Divine Liturgy His Beatitude consecrated a small
private chapel-house of prayer at the house of the Rum
Orthodox Michael Kanavati, with the blessing of the water and

addressed the hosts during the fasting meal with fish to His
honour as follows;
“Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that
build it”(Psalm 127:1) Prophet David chants.
Dear Michael and family,
Reverend Fathers and brethren
Hearkening to the Lord’s words we say: “Peace unto this
house”(Luke 19:5) in which we have entered today, to bless it,
and consecrate the small chapel dedicated to Archangels
Michael and Gabriel.
All Angels, St. Paul says, are “ministering spirits, sent
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation”(Hebrews 1:14). God made them guardians of all
nations and peoples and guides to what is of their benefit
(Deuteronomy 32:8). They always behold the Face of God, crying
out unto one another and saying the thrice holy hymn (Isaiah
6:3), and they intercede to Him for us, as they are glad for
every single sinner that comes to repentance (Luke 15:10).
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them”(Matt. 18:20) says the Lord.
This is witnessed by todays’ hospitable and with brotherly
love invitation of Our Mediocrity, the Most Reverend
Archbishop Theophylactos of Jordan and Patriarchal
Representative in Bethlehem and the Reverend clergy who
minister our flock in love and devotion. We came to you, dear
Michael, in the joy of the Lord, in order to rest in each
other (Romans 15:32) as St. Paul writes to the Romans.
The mission of the Church, the faithful member of Christ, is
shown in the commandment of the Gospel toward the Holy
Disciples and Apostles of Christ: “Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven”(Matt. 5:16).

We wish that the Lord our God, through the intersessions of
our Lady the Most Blessed Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary and
those of today’s celebrated Saints of Palestine may grant your
most pious family strength from on high, health in soul and
body and patience, and for your memorable father Nikolaos, the
repose of his soul in the land of the living.
Finally, let us entreat our God and Saviour Jesus Christ Who
was born in the flesh in the Cave of Bethlehem, and say in
prayer: “Compass us about with Thy Holy Angels that, guided
and guarded by their array, we may attain to the unity of
faith and the knowledge of Thine unapproachable glory; for
blessed art Thou unto the ages of ages. Amen”(Horologion ).
Many happy returns, in peace and with the Lord’s blessing.”
From Secretariat-General

