
THE  FUNERAL  SERVICE  OF  THE
ARCHBISHOP  OF  CYPRUS
CHRYSOSTOMOS II
At noon on Saturday, October 30 / November 12, 2022, the
funeral service of the Eminent Archbishop of the Autocephalous
Church  of  Cyprus  and  ethnarch  of  the  great  island,
Chrysostomos  II,  took  place  in  the  holy  Cathedral  of  the
Archdiocese of Cyprus dedicated to the founder of the Church
of Cyprus Apostle Barnabas.

His Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew officiated
the service, with the co-celebration of the members of the
Cypriot  Hierarchy  and  the  participation  in  prayer  of  His
Beatitude the Patriarch of Alexandria Theodore representatives
from other Orthodox Churches.

Among the political authorities who attended the service were,
the  President  of  Cyprus,  Mr  Nikos  Anastasiadis  and  the
President  of  the  Hellenic  Republic,  Mrs  Aikaterini
Sakellaropoulou.

The obituary was delivered by His Holiness the Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew, on behalf of the Church of Cyprus and
the  Holy  Synod  of  Cyprus,  His  Eminence  the  Metropolitan
Georgios  of  Paphos,  as  well  as  Mr  Anastasiadis  and  Mrs
Sakellaropoulou.

The Patriarchate of Jerusalem was represented by the Exarch of
the  Holy  Sepulchre  in  Cyprus,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan
Timotheos of Bostra, who read the official address of His
Beatitude the Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos as follows:

“To His Eminence Metropolitan Georgios of Paphos, governor of
the Holy Archdiocese of Cyprus, a beloved brother in the Lord
and co-minister of Our Mediocrity, holy greeting in Christ
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Jesus.

 The  comforting  saying  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  “for  this
perishable thing shall be clothed with incorruption” (1 Cor.
15:53), captured our minds upon hearing, after many years of
painful illness, the departure in the Lord of the blessed and
dearest brother of Ours Archbishop of Cyprus Chrysostomos II.

“As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth” (Ps. 102,15),
 the  departed  wise  Primate,  at  first  decorated  the  Holy
Monastery of Saint Neophytos, to which he dedicated himself
since his childhood and served as a Hegoumen, promoting the
Monastery greatly; later on he was unanimously appointed as
the  Shepherd  and  Metropolitan  of  the  Holy  Metropolis  of
Paphos, where he developed a rich pastoral activity, building
many  Holy  Churches,  supporting  the  penitent  brothers  and
especially taking care of the formation of the holy clergy and
the spiritual cultivation of His flock.

Since the year 2006, the “candle” had been placed “upon the
candlestick” (Lk. 11:33) and steered the noetic ship of the
Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church of Cyprus, “not giving
sleep to his eyes, or slumber to his eyelids” (Ps. 131,4), in
order to see the Church that was entrusted to him prosper both
spiritually  and  materially,  to  be  free  and  alive.  He  was
involved in very important works, such as the revision of the
Chart of the Church of Cyprus, the upgrading of the Synodical
institution by the appointment of Metropolitans and Regional
Bishops and the establishment of the Theological School of the
Church of Cyprus, so that the work of the Church of Cyprus can
be fully carried out as an Autocephalous Apostolic Church. It
is worth remembering that he was a warm supporter of the
unified State of Cyprus, free of occupation and other alien
powers.

Nevertheless, we can attribute Paul’s words to Him: ” Beside
those  things  that  are  without,  that  which  cometh  upon  me
daily, the care of all the churches” (2 Corinthians 11:28).



Indeed,  the  blessed  Primate  practically  manifested  His
interest  on  behalf  of  the  Venerable  Patriarchates  of  the
Middle East to support the needy Christians of that region and
the majority of the meetings of the Council of Churches of the
Middle East were hosted by Him, on the great island of Cyprus.
His  interest  in  Our  Venerable  Patriarchate  was  also
manifested, on the one hand, through the approval of the re-
establishment  of  the  Exarchate  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  in
Nicosia, thus continuing the work of the occupied, until now,
Exarchate  in  the  Holy  Monastery  of  Saint  Chrysostomos
Koutsoventis,  and  on  the  other,  through  the  granting  of
scholarships to young people of Our flock to study in the
School for Priests of the Church of Cyprus. The fraternal ties
and the loving cooperation of our Churches yielded spiritual
fruits.

Being  present  and  witnesses  of  Christ’s  Resurrection  in
Jerusalem, let us make haste to address the blessed Primate
through “Christ is Risen!”. “But I would not have you to be
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope” (1 Thess.
4,13). This perishable body, ” is sown in dishonour; it is
raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in
power: It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual
body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body”
(1 Cor. 15,43-44). Being certain of the Resurrection of our
Lord  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead,  we  also  believe  in  the
prophetic saying that ” Thy dead men shall live, together with
my dead body shall they arise” (Isaiah 26,19).

We send prayers and beseech Christ our God Who rose from the
Tomb, for the repose of the blessed soul of the departed
Archbishop in the land of the living and the tents of the
righteous, as in that day of Judgment, “may he shine like the
sun with his angels in eternal life along with our Lord Jesus
Christ, seeing him and being seen and reaping the joy from
Him” (John Damascene).



Wherefore, deeply condoling with your Eminence, the honourable
members  of  the  Holy  and  Sacred  Synod  and  all  the  pious
congregation of the Holy Church of Cyprus, we greet you from
the Holy and Life-giving Tomb with a holy kiss and remain.

In the Holy City of Jerusalem, October 25, 2022

Beloved brother in Christ,

THEOPHILOS III

Patriarch of Jerusalem”

 

In the middle of the solemn events by the Cypriot Church and
State and the representatives of the State and the Church of
Greece and the other Orthodox Churches, the body of the late
respected Primate was taken up and buried in the underground
tomb for which he had made provisions, under the Cathedral.

From Secretariat-General

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY GREAT
MARTYR  DEMETRIUS  THE  MYRRH-
STREAMER IN OLD NABLUS
On Friday, October 29 / November 11, 2022, the Patriarchate
celebrated with the transfer of the feast of the holy great
martyr  Demetrius  the  myrrh-streamer  at  his  Holy  Church,
downtown the Old City of Naples, which is used by the Arabic-
speaking Community for their worshipping needs.

https://en.jerusalem-patriarchate.info/blog/2022/11/12/the-feast-of-the-holy-great-martyr-demetrius-the-myrrh-streamer-in-old-nablus/
https://en.jerusalem-patriarchate.info/blog/2022/11/12/the-feast-of-the-holy-great-martyr-demetrius-the-myrrh-streamer-in-old-nablus/
https://en.jerusalem-patriarchate.info/blog/2022/11/12/the-feast-of-the-holy-great-martyr-demetrius-the-myrrh-streamer-in-old-nablus/


The Divine Liturgy in honour of Saint Demetrius was presided
over  by  H.H.B.  our  Father  and  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem
Theophilos,  with  the  co-celebration  of  their  Eminences,
Metropolitan Kyriakos of Nazareth and Archbishop Aristarchos
of Constantina, the Hegoumen of Jacob’s well Archimandrite
Ioustinos, the Head of this Community, Archimandrite Leontios
and Priest Lazarus from Nazareth. The chanting was delivered
by the choir of this parish and the members of this Community
participated in devotion.

Before  the  Holy  Communion  His  Beatitude  delivered  the
following  Sermon:

“O  Martyr  Demetrius,  thou  great  and  glorious  Saint,  thy
shining memorial hath cheered the whole Church of Christ while
gathering  all  today  worthily  to  hymn  thee  as  a  valorous
soldier and destroyer of the foes, O godly-wise victor. Hence,
save us from temptations, O Saint, by thine all-holy prayers”,
the hymnographer of the Church proclaims (Matins, sessional
Hymn1).

Beloved brothers in Christ,

Dear Christians,

The grace of the Holy Spirit has brought us all together today
in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Great  Martyr  Dimitrios,  in  this
historic place of Nablus, to celebrate his holy memory.

The miracle-working and myrrh-streamer Demetrius came from the
city of Thessalonica and was distinguished by his piety and
love for Christ. His divine zeal made him not only a disciple
of  Christ  but  also  a  wise  teacher  of  the  Christian  and
redeeming faith. This, on the other hand, was proven by his
martyrdom,  which  he  suffered  under  the  Roman  emperors,
Diocletian and Maximian in the 3rd AD. Century.

The  office  of  the  teacher  of  Demetrius  is  particularly
emphasized  by  the  Holy  Father  of  the  Church  Gregory  of



Palamas, who calls Demetrius “the great wonder of the world,
the great beauty of the Church, … the miracle worker and
myrrh-streamer Demetrius”.

Indeed, Demetrius was descended from an aristocratic family of
Thessalonica, from which he received a Christian education
from a young age, which made him a teacher of godly piety.
This divine piety, which he made a way of life, was derived
from the faithful study of the Holy Bible, listening to the
prayerful words of the psalm: “Teach me good judgment and
knowledge:  for  I  have  believed  thy  commandments”  (Psalm
119:66) and simply: teach me with common sense and science (so
that I can distinguish good from evil, that is, show me the
usefulness,  ability  of  knowledge  and  discrimination.  Saint
Paul  exhorts  parents  to  this,  saying:  “And,  ye  fathers,
provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).

Saint Demetrius showed a special interest in the education of
young people in Christ. That is why he had formed a circle of
young people, engaged in the study and interpretation of the
Holy Scriptures. Among the young men was also his co-martyr,
Nestor, who, before duelling with the killer Lyaeus, received
the blessing of his teacher Demetrius: “So he came to the
stage, saw Maximian, and said: “God of Demetrius help me” and
he  killed  the  arrogant  Lyaeus.  And  immediately  Maximian
ordered that Saint Demetrius should be stabbed with spears, as
the cause of the massacre of Lyaeus, and Saint Nestor should
be put to the same sword” according to his Synaxarist [=
biographer].

The martyrdom of both Saints Demetrius and Nestor is expressed
clearly by the hymn of the Church: “A great champion hath the
whole world found thee to be when in grave perils? for thou
dost put to fight the heathen, O victorious one. As thou didst
humble Lyaeus’ arrogance and gavest boldness to Nestor in the
stadium, thus, O holy great martyr Demetrius, do thou entreat
Christ God that we be granted great mercy” (Apolytikion).



Saint  Demetrius  became  not  only  the  patron  saint  of
Thessalonica, but the saint of the world, and this is because
through his preaching and martyrdom for Christ’s death he
destroyed, condemned in deed and theory the nations, i.e. the
religion of the idolaters.

In other words, the Martyr Demetrius listened to the order of
our Lord Jesus Christ: “Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16), and became light in the
darkness of the idolatry of the world of his time. This is why
the Lord says to him: “O Martyr Demetrius, thou boast of
contest for Christ, apparelled with Him, thou foughtest as
most mighty in war defeating the strengthless foe [namely the
ruler of the darkness of this age] (cf. Ephesians 6:12); for
in Christ didst thou destroy the fraud of the lawless and
didst train the faithful to defend true religion” (Matins,
sessional hymn 2, Glory).

Through  his  personality  enlightened  by  the  Holy  Spirit,
Demetrius, full of grace, contributed to the abolition of the
devil’s  fallacy,  thus  becoming  “infallible”,  that  is,  a
teacher of believers in the mystery of piety, in the mystery
of the divine providence of the Incarnation of the Son and
Word of God, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed  with  “the  bath  of  immortality  and  the  garment  of
incorruption”, Saint Demetrius preached the truth, teaching
and saying through the mouth of Saint Paul: “Who only hath
immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach
unto? whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour
and power everlasting” (1 Tim. 6:16). And more simply: God who
has immortal life and who dwells in light, in whom no one can
draw near, and the God whom none of the people had seen, nor
can they see Him. “If the dwelling is inaccessible, how much
more so is the One Who dwells therein”, says Zigavinos.

This testimony of “the true and unattainable light of Christ”



is preached and confessed by his incorruptible myrrh-exuding
holy relic, which is kept and honoured in his magnificent
temple in Thessalonica.

To this great martyr of the truth of Christ and the teacher
and infallible of the mystery of piety, Demetrius the myrrh-
streamer, let us, who honour his memory, pray, and after the
hymnographer, we say: “Martyr of Christ Demetrius, as by God’s
grace aforetime thou didst destroy Lyaeus’scorn, his brutish
pride and vaunting, and in the stadium gavest strength to the
valiant Nestor by the great power of the Cross, O victorious
athlete, so also now ever strengthen me by thine intercessions
against the demons’ treachery and soul-corrupting passions”
(Exapostilarion). Amen. Many happy returns!” 

 After the Divine Liturgy, there was a reception and a meal
was offered at noon.

From Secretariat-General

LETTER OF CONDOLENCE FOR THE
DEPARTURE  OF  THE  BLESSED
ARCHBISHOP  CHRYSOSTOMOS  OF
CYPRUS
On the morning of Monday, October 25 / November 7, 2022, the
blessed Archbishop of Cyprus Chrysostomos II passed away after
a long illness.

On  this  occasion,  our  Blessed  Father  and  Patriarch  of
Jerusalem Theophilos sent the following letter of condolence
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to the Church of Cyprus:

To His Eminence the Metropolitan Georgios of Paphos, governor
of the Holy Archdiocese of Cyprus, beloved brother in the Lord
and co-minister of Our Mediocrity, holy greetings in Christ
Jesus.

Through Our Patriarchal brotherly Letter we express the deep
condolences of the Church of Jerusalem and Mother of Churches,
as well as Our personal ones, to the brotherly Autocephalous
Church of Cyprus, and to your quite beloved Eminence, for the
departure in the Lord of the blessed Shepherd of the great
island of Cyprus Chrysostomos II, our brother and co-minister.

Saddened as is appropriate on the separation from Our beloved
brother in Christ, we nevertheless remember, deservedly so,
the  God-pleasing  and  quite  remarkable  historical  Episcopal
work of the departed, and pray fervently from the Horrendous
Golgotha for the repose of his soul in the land of the living
along with the holy and the righteous, and for the comfort of
the Church of Cyprus on this difficult period of the vacancy
of its Throne.  

Wherefore, in deep sympathy and thanks to your Eminence, to
the honourable members of the Holy and Sacred Synod and to all
the pious congregation of the Holy Church of Cyprus, we greet
you from the Holy and Life-Giving Tomb with a holy kiss and
remain.

In the Holy City of Jerusalem, October 25, 2022

Beloved brother in Christ,

THEOPHILOS III

Patriarch of Jerusalem

 



THE FEAST OF SAINT JAMES THE
BROTHER  OF  THE  GOD  AT  THE
PATRIARCHATE
On Saturday, October 23 / November 5, 2022, the Feast of the
Holy Glorious Apostle James the Brother of God was celebrated
by the Patriarchate, which is the Enthronement Feast of the
Patriarchate,  as  Saint  James  was  the  first  Bishop  of  the
Church of Jerusalem.

On this feast, the Church of Jerusalem commemorates that Saint
James was ordained its bishop by the Lord and that he presided
over the First Apostolic Synod of Jerusalem, in the year 49
AD. He opened the doors of the Church to the nations and left
as a legacy to the Church his Catholic letter in the New
Testament and his martyrdom. Saint James confessed Jesus as
the Christ and for this, the rulers of the Jews pushed him
down from the wing of the Temple in the year 62 AD and killed
him.

In his memory, evening Vespers were held in his Cathedral, the
one  between  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  and  the
Patriarchate, in which H.H.B. our Father and Patriarch of
Jerusalem  Theophilos  presided.  The  Divine  Liturgy  in  the
morning was also officiated by H.H.B. with concelebrants their
Eminences;  Metropolitan  Kyriakos  of  Nazareth,  Metropolitan
Anthony  of  Volokolamsk  of  the  Moscow  Patriarchate,
Metropolitan  Isychios  of  Kapitolias  and  the  Archbishops;
Arisarchos of Constantina, Theodosios of Sebasteia, the Elder
Kamarasis Archimandrite Nectarios, the ministering Priests of
the Cathedral, Fr Charalambos Bandour and Fr George Baramki,
along with Priests from other Orthodox Churches. The chanting
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was  delivered  by  Hierodeacon  Simeon  with  the  help  of  the
Patriarchal School of Zion students in Greek and the Cathedral
choir under Mr Rimon Kamar in Arabic, in the presence of the
Consul General of Greece in Jerusalem Mr Evangelos Vlioras and
in the participation in prayer of many believers from the
members of the parish of Saint James and pilgrims from Greece,
Russia and Romania.

Before  the  Holy  Communion,  His  Beatitude  delivered  the
following Sermon:

“Enlightened with the fiery brightness of the Divine Spirit,
thou didst prove to be a divine zealot of piety, O James,
Brother of God. Wherefore, He that in His compassion received
thee as a brother, clothed thee like Aaron of old, but with
raiment more venerable than that of the priesthood of the Law.
O thou who art glorious among the Apostles, entreat Christ
that  our  souls  be  saved”  the  hymnographer  of  the  Church
proclaims (Minaion, Glory of praises).

Beloved Brethren in Christ,

Reverend Christians and pilgrims

The grace of the Holy Spirit has gathered us all, the people
of godly mind, to celebrate in Eucharist and Doxology the
sacred commemoration of the Brother and disciple of the Lord,
James the Just, who became the first Hierarch of the Church of
Jerusalem.

Indeed, Saint James was established as a zealot or reverence
by  the  enlightening  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  namely  a
faithful disciple of Christ and preacher of the mystery of the
Divine Providence, the foretold mystery of the Incarnation of
God the Word, according to the Prophets of the Law of Moses.

This  is  clearly  expressed  in  his  Catholic  Epistle  to  the
twelve tribes of the Christian Jews that were dispersed around
the nations, where he writes: “James, a servant of God and of



the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  the  twelve  tribes  which  are
scattered  abroad,  greeting”  (James  1:1).

The purpose of this Letter of Apostle James was the comfort of
those suffering various trials and the control of abuses, the
redress of deviations and “the form of sound words” (2 Tim.
1:13) of the Christian doctrine and the redeeming true faith,
which is no other than the wisdom that is from above. “But the
wisdom  that  is  from  above  is  first  pure,  then  peaceable,
gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good
fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy”  (James
3:17). [In simple words, the wisdom that is given by God, is
firstly pure from every impure incentive, then it is peaceful,
indulgent and sympathetic to the ignorance and imperfection of
others, willing to obey and free from stubbornness, full of
mercy and good works, free from the hesitations of doubt, and
alien to hypocrisy].

According  to  Ecumenios  the  interpreter,  “the  wisdom  from
above”  (cf.  James  3:17)  is  “pure  and  taintless,
notwithstanding  any  of  the  carnal  things”,  in  no  way
tolerating the carnal mindset, because it operates under the
light of the power of the Holy Spirit, through Whom the heart
of man is made pure. For this reason, Saint James invokes the
power of prayer saying “Is any among you afflicted? let him
pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms” (James 5:13).

To confirm this, he refers to the example of the Prophet
Elijah saying, “Elias was a man subject to like passions as we
are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it
rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six
months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the
earth brought forth her fruit” (James 5:17-18).

The Lord says to King Solomon: “And the Lord said unto him, I
have heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou hast
made before me: I have hallowed this house, which thou hast
built, to put my name there forever; and mine eyes and mine



heart shall be there perpetually” (3 Kings 9:3).

“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6), Saint
Paul advises. And our Lord Jesus Christ, Who showed us the
manner of prayer, says: “And all things, whatsoever ye shall
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive” (Matt. 21:22).

And  Saint  James,  who  for  his  excessive  righteousness  was
called “the Just”, had had his knees hardened like those of a
camel  because  he  was  unceasingly  praying  on  his  knees,
“worshipping God and asking for the remission of the sins of
the people”.

Full of righteousness and piety, the according to the flesh
relative of Jesus Christ, he was ordained the first Bishop of
Jerusalem by the Lord Himself and was the first one to write
the Divine Liturgy. During the first Synod of the Apostles and
Presbyters in Jerusalem (Acts 15:6), Saint James stands out,
having the leading role in the Church. His Priestly ministry
and  excellent  apostolic  work  were  sealed  by  his  martyr’s
blood.  During  Passover’s  feast,  he  was  called  to  testify
before the people about Christ, and he confessed that Jesus is
the Son of Man and sits at the right of God’s greatness.

In his Letter to the Galatians, Saint Paul calls James the
Just “a pillar” of the Church (Gal. 2:9). He does so, due to
James’  leading  status,  the  spiritual  authority  of  the
interpretation of the teaching of Christ, on the basis of
which the Christian community was organized in the Holy Land
and  in  Jerusalem.  It  is  also  noteworthy  that  James  calls
himself a servant of Christ: “James, a servant of God and of
the Lord Jesus Christ” (James 1:1). And according to Saint
Paul, “For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is
the Lord’s freeman: likewise, also he that is called, being
free, is Christ’s servant” (1 Cor. 7:22).

This very phrase of Saint James “a servant of the Lord Jesus



Christ” is embodied and witnessed by the Christian Community
throughout the centuries, knowingly and consciously, that is,
members of the living body of the local Church of Jerusalem.
This very freedom in Christ from the bondage of corruption
(Romans  8:21)  is  also  testified  today  by  the  festive
commemoration of the Holy Glorious Apostle James the Brother
of God and the first Hierarch of Jerusalem.

Let  us,  therefore,  say  along  with  the  hymnographer,
“Distinguished among the Apostles as the brother and successor
of Christ the Chief Shepherd, thou didst love death for His
sake, and wast not ashamed of martyrdom, O glorious James.
Entreat Him unceasingly that our souls be saved” (Vespers,
aposticha Glory). Amen! Many Happy Returns!”

The Divine Liturgy was followed by the ascent to the roofs of
Saint Constantine, where the Bishops were waiting and escorted
His Beatitude to the Patriarchate, passing through the Gate of
the Central Monastery, and receiving the small loaves of bread
as a blessing of the Patriarchate’s bakery from the baker
Gerontissa Seraphima.

At the Patriarchate’s Main Hall, His Beatitude addressed those
present with the following address:

“Thou didst set forth the law of life for the Church of
Christ,  ordaining  and  proclaiming  it  in  the  life-creating
Spirit” O most wise James, the hymnographer of the Church
proclaims (Matins, Ode 3, Troparion 3).

Your  Excellency  Consul  General  of  Greece  in  Jerusalem  Mr
Evangelos Vlioras,

Reverend Holy Fathers and Brethren,

Reverend Christians and pilgrims,

Today  the  Holy  Church  of  Jerusalem  celebrates  the  sacred
commemoration of the Holy Hieromartyr and Apostle James the



Brother of God, who became the first Bishop of Jerusalem, and
was ordained by the Lord Himself, as his hymnographer clearly
says: “The Word of God, the Father’s Only-begotten, came down
and dwelt here in our midst in these last days. He then
appointed thee as the first shepherd of all-holy Jerusalem,
and He made thee her teacher and a faithful steward of lofty
spiritual mysteries. For this cause, as is meet, O wondrous
James,  O  blest  Apostle,  we  all  praise  and  honour  thee”
(Kontakion).

For this reason, we went to the Cathedral dedicated to him,
which is adjacent to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, where
we celebrated the Patriarchal Divine Liturgy, thanking God Who
gave us a Just Hierarch and Shepherd as well as a faithful
steward of the spiritual sacraments of the Church.

Saint James commemoration is of particular importance for the
Church of Jerusalem, as it refers to the God-founded and God-
man institution of hers; “every institution is a work of its
legislator”, Saint Dionysios the Areopagite says. Referring to
the Episcopal office of Christ, Saint Paul says: “We have such
a high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of
the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and
of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man”
(Hebrews 8:1-2).

The leader of “this true tabernacle” namely of the Church, the
“apostle and great high priest of our faith, Jesus Christ”
(cf. Hebrews 3:1-2) but also the “Chief Shepherd” (1 Peter
5:4), the Holy and Just James, along with his other apostles
and disciples. The leading status of the Brother of God as the
High  Priest  and  Apostle  of  the  Mother  of  Churches  was
strengthened  at  the  first  apostolic  synod  (AD  49)  in
Jerusalem,  which  he  also  led.

This Holy and Apostolic Synod which was inspired by the Holy
Spirit under the presidency of Saint James established the
apostolic  institution  of  the  Church,  namely  the  apostolic



succession of its Shepherds and founded its canonical order.
The apostolic succession and the canonical order constitute
the unity of the Church in the Holy Spirit. That is why Saint
Paul entreats, “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3). And the Hieromartyr James
advises:  “Submit  yourselves  therefore  to  God.  Resist  the
devil, and he will flee from you… Humble yourselves in the
sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up” (James 4:7,10).

The Holy Church of Jerusalem boasts in the Lord today for its
first  Hierarch,  “made  a  minister,  according  to  the
dispensation of God” (cf, Col. 1:25) for our sakes. Therefore,
we cry out loud along with the hymnographer: “Distinguished
among the Apostles as the brother and successor of Christ the
Chief Shepherd, thou didst love death for His sake, and wast
not  ashamed  of  martyrdom,  O  glorious  James.  Entreat  Him
unceasingly  that  our  souls  be  saved”  (Vespers,  aposticha
Glory). Amen! Many Happy Returns!”

From Secretariat-General

VISIT  OF  MR  ATHANASIOS
MARTINOS AT THE PATRIARCHATE
On Friday, October 15 / 28, 2022, the Governor of Mount Athos
Mr  Athanasios  Martinos,  having  arrived  in  the  Holy  Land,
visited the Patriarchate.

His first visit took place on the afternoon of October 15/28,
2022, at the ceremony of the Patriarchal School, on Zion hill,
on the national holiday of October 28, 1940.
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In this context, H.H.B. our Father and Patriarch of Jerusalem
Theophilos  once  again  thanked  Mr  Martinoσ  for  his
contributions  to  the  Patriarchate.

On the morning of the following day, October 16/24, 2022, Mr
Martinos,  accompanied  by  the  Managing  Director  of  the
Patriarchal School and Hegoumen of the Monastery of the Holy
Cross, Archimandrite Matthaios and the conservator of icons
and books from Cyprus, Mr Stavros Andreou, visited the Holy
Monastery of the Holy Cross, where there is a workshop for the
conservation of old and other books and for the program of the
Postgraduate Centre, for the revival of the operation of the
famous School of the Holy Cross (1845 -1909).

Subsequently, Mr Martinos, accompanied by Mr Vlioras, visited
the Polyclinic of the Patriarchate, to which he offered an x-
ray machine worth $35,000.

After that, Mr Martinos and his entourage visited H.H.B. our
Father and the Patriarch of Jerusalem, who spoke to them about
the existing situation in the Catholicon of the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre and the immediate need for its renovation due
to the spiritual importance of the Holy Sepulchre for all
humanity.

With the blessing of His Beatitude, Mr Martinos accompanied by
an escort visited the Church of the Resurrection, where, under
the guidance of the Geronda Sacristan, His Eminence Archbishop
Isidoros  of  Hierapolis,  he  saw  the  works  on  site,  the
financial  coverage  of  which  he  will  undertake.

After this visit, at noon, His Beatitude hosted a meal in
appreciation  of  Mr  Martinos’  practical  interest  in  the
Patriarchate.

From Secretariat-General



THE  ANNIVERSARY  OF  OCTOBER
28, 1940 AT THE PATRIARCHATE
On Friday, October 15/28, 2022, the national anniversary of
October 28, 1940, was celebrated by the Patriarchate.

On this day at around 10.30 a.m., a Doxology was held in the
Catholicon of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.

This Doxology was held as a thanksgiving to God for His help
to our nation to repel and defeat the German Nazi and Italian
Fascist forces during the war of 1944-1945, as a prayer for
the repose of the fathers who fought and fell heroically in
this fight.

The  doxology  was  presided  over  by  H.H.B.  our  Father  and
Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos, of the Holy Sepulchre High
Priests and Hieromonks and deacons co-ministering with Him and
of the Consul General of Greece in Jerusalem, Mr Evangelos
Vlioras and of the staff of the Greek Consulate General, Holy
Sepulchre monks, members of the Greek Embassy and the Arab-
speaking flock of the Patriarchate.

After the Doxology, a reception followed in the Patriarchate.

Then His Beatitude spoke through the following address in
Greek:

His Excellency Consul General of Greece Mr Evangelos Vlioras,

Dear Holy Fathers and Brothers,

Reverend Christians and pilgrims,

The celebration of the anniversary of October 28, 1940, is a
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sacred  commemoration  of  the  historical  indelible  event  of
those  who  defended  the  honour,  freedom,  and  national
territorial  integrity  of  our  fallen  fathers  and  brothers
against the arrogant invasion of Fascism and the military
forces of Fascism.

The group and cold-blooded executions of our innocent fellow
human  beings,  men  and  women  and  children,  but  also  the
concentration camps and the systematic genocide of hundreds,
thousands of people are the undeniable testimonies of the
Nazis possessed by the diabolical hatred. “Everyone who hates
his brother is a murderer”, (1 John 3:15), says Saint John the
Theologian.

Hence, Our Mediocrity, accompanied by the honourable members
of our Venerable Hagiotaphite Brotherhood as well as pious
people along with the visiting pilgrims, went to the Most Holy
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, where we offered thanksgiving
praise “to the Holy Triune God” Who has given us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Cf. 1 Cor 15,57).

Moreover, we prayed for eternal memory and blessed repose of
the souls of those who fought heroically and of those who were
martyred for the faith and the country of our blessed race and
nation.

The blasphemy against the human person, the apparent insanity,
the pride and the stupidity of the Nazis, these evil things,
the ones that caused the Second World War, unfortunately, did
not achieve anything, as the psalmist also says: “The Lord
looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if
there were any that did understand, and seek God. They are all
gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none
that doeth good, no, not one” (Ps. 14, 2-3).

We say this because the demonstrated self-sacrifice of the
Greek fighters in the field of frontal combat against the
unrepentant invaders on the tops of the wild mountains of



Northern Epirus was burning with the fire of love for the
country and freedom. The generative cause of the admirable
heroism of the Greeks was faith in God and the power of
prayer.

The  Greek-Christian  and  Greek-Orthodox  mindset,  which  is
highlighted today by the solemn anniversary of October 28,
1940, was admired by the nations and peoples of the earth. And
this is because our enemies were “brought down and fallen: but
we are risen, and stand upright” (Cf. Psalm 19:9).

The epic of 1940 was recognized internationally as a prominent
event in world history on the one hand and a distinguished
station in the historical course of the Greek Nation on the
other. The epic of 1940 demonstrated boldly that “God is not
unjust”, (Heb. 6-10) and “his righteousness endures forever”
(2 Cor. 9,9).

Today humanity is threatened by the veiled form of Nazism and
Fascism and we are referring to the violent invasion of the
ideology of the so-called “New Order of things”, where an
international  political  and  economic  ruler  is  a  group  of
“crooked and perverse” (Phil. 2:15) people – according to Paul
– they impose and legitimize their morbid self-religion in the
name of so-called human rights. There is no lack of those who
alter the historical truth, thus reducing the moral value of
the ideals, which highlighted the unrepeatable epic of 1940.

Therefore, we are called to preserve the epic of 1940 as a
sacred tradition for the coming generations, listening to the
order of the wise Paul saying: “Watch ye, stand fast in the
faith, quit you like men, be strong” (1 Cor. 16,13). This
legacy of our Orthodox faith and sacred tradition as well as
cultural and historical heritage was sealed by the sacrificial
blood of the martyrs and freedom fighters, but also by the
unsullied ethnic Rum-Orthodox sentiment of the people against
the powerful German military forces.



In conclusion, let us cry out loud;

Long live the “No” of October 28, 1940!

Long live the pious Nation of the Romans!

Long live Greece!

Long live our Venerable Hagiotaphite Brotherhood!”

The Consul General of Greece responded to His Beatitude’s
Message as follows:

“Your Beatitude,

Venerable High Priests,

Dear Fathers,

Dear children,

Colleagues,

Ladies and gentlemen,

With national pride, Greeks everywhere, today we celebrate the
anniversary of October 28, 1940, a focal point of memory and
honour for one of the most glorious moments of our modern
history that encapsulates the memories, experiences and values
that have always guided our national life.

Today’s anniversary of October 28, 1940, 82 years since that
glorious moment that is a point of reference for Hellenism
everywhere, gives us the opportunity to recall in our thoughts
and in our hearts the generation of men, women and children
who filled the collective our history with countless pages of
heroism, self-denial and self-sacrifice.

In the mountains of Epirus, in the ravines of Albania, in the
fortresses of Macedonia, in the waters of the Aegean, the
Mediterranean  and  the  Atlantic,  in  the  Middle  East,  in



occupied Greece, in all the “places where there were no daily
and school days”, according to Odysseus Elytis, the Greeks,
gave  everything  they  had  most  precious  to  preserve  our
national independence and integrity, timeless ideals of all
the struggles of the Nation from 1821, until today.

Giorgos Seferis, seconded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
to the Directorate of Foreign Press at the competent deputy
ministry, recorded in his diary that historic day, as follows:
“I fell asleep at two in the morning, reading Makrigiannis. At
half past three, a voice on the phone woke me up: “We are at
war.” Nothing else, the world had changed. The dawn, which a
little later I saw breaking behind Hymettos, was another dawn:
unknown. She is still waiting where I left her. I don’t know
how long he will wait, but I know he will bring the great
noon.”

And the “great noon” united and brought together the whole of
Greece.  Organizations,  bodies,  spiritual  institutions,  the
Church, ordinary citizens, old people, women, and children,
all participate directly in the titanic effort to strengthen
the  front.  As  the  historian  Marina  Petraki  writes:  “with
enthusiasm and passion, stirred by the flags, the war marches
and the voice of the announcer on the radio, [the Greeks]
dress in khaki and start for the front as if going to a
celebration.  And  it  was  indeed  a  celebration.  The  most
brilliant celebration of modern Greek history. Although they
had five days to report, eighty per cent showed up on the
first day.”

The Archbishop of Athens and All Greece Chrysanthos, in his
message on October 28, 1940, encourages the Greeks, reminding
them of the power of faith and prayer.

“The Church believes that the children of the Motherland,
obeying the will of Her and God, will hasten with one soul and
heart to fight for altars and hearths and for Freedom and
honour and will thus continue the uninterrupted for centuries



series of honourable and glorious struggles [….] “And fear not
them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul:
but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell” [Matt. 10-28]. Let’s cast our care on the Lord
and He will be a helper and a perceiver in the defence against
the unjust attack of the enemies. These in chariots and these
on horses, and we in the name of the Lord God and in bravery
and courage are magnified.”

The atmosphere of war creates an unprecedented rivalry, which
motivates and captivates a huge army of civilians in the rear,
fighting alongside the armed force of the front line, creating
an unrepeatable moment in Greek History.

To  everyone,  the  known  and  the  unknown,  soldiers  and
civilians, who defended our national dignity with heroism,
self-denial, self-sacrifice and bravery during the war and
later,  during  the  years  of  cruel  occupation,  until  the
liberation of Greece, we reverently bend the knee.

As Greeks who have the privilege and responsibility to leave
or serve in the Holy Land, we recall, today, with emotion, in
our memory, the eighty fallen that Greece left on these soils,
during the Second World War, in Cemeteries of Haifa, Ramle and
Gaza City.

Akir Airport, near the city of Ramle, was also the cradle for
the rebirth of our Air Force in the Middle East in September
1941.

After all, we should not forget that when the fortunes of the
War appeared negative for the Allied Struggle, Jerusalem and
the Consulate General of the Motherland in this city were,
from June to August 1942, the seat of the Government of Free
Greece, with the blessed Patriarch Timotheus, the Hagiotaphite
Brotherhood and the Hellenism of the city, the majority of
them refugees from Asia Minor, to offer all possible help to
the Vice-President of the Government Panagiotis Kanellopoulos,



to the members of the Government, to the officers and staff of
our Armed Forces, to service agents, including Giorgos Seferis
and to refugees, from Alexandria and Cairo, including the
writer Stratis Tsirkas.

The national anniversary of October 28 does not merely testify
to a historical event but reveals our collective identity
based  on  universal  values:  democracy,  love  of  freedom,
national dignity, commitment to the performance of duty and
awareness of the debt towards History.

Your Beatitude,

Venerable High Priests,

Dear Fathers,

Dear children,

Colleagues,

Ladies and gentlemen,

In difficult and particularly conflicting times, the Venerable
Patriarchate  of  Jerusalem  and  the  Hagiotaphite  Brotherhood
bear witness to and reinforce the Resurrection Message and the
timelessness  of  our  Orthodox  Faith  and  the  presence  of
Hellenism in the Holy Land.

The Patriarchate of Jerusalem, as the pre-eminent exponent of
the  Orthodox  faith  and  the  Greek  tradition,  remains,
throughout  the  centuries,  a  living  example  of  God-bearing
life, faith and hope and a guardian of our moral and spiritual
values.

In our age, as in any other, national unity and vigilance,
adherence to the moral and spiritual values of our Orthodox
faith and the ideals of freedom and democracy, are essential
resources for our effective response to circumstances.



The anniversary of October 28, 1940, reminds us that the unity
and the strong will of the Greek people to preserve their
freedom and national pride determined the victorious outcome
of this struggle.

With these thoughts in mind, I invite everyone to exclaim:

Long live October 28, 1940!

Long live Greece!”

In the afternoon of the same day, a school ceremony will take
place in the Patriarchal School on the hill of Zion.

From Secretariat-General

 

THE  REPATRIATION  OF  THE
RELICS  OF  SAINT  SAVVA  THE
SANCTIFIED
On  Wednesday,  October  13/26,  2022,  the  Patriarchate  of
Jerusalem celebrated the feast of the repatriation of the
relics of our Holy Father Savva the Sanctified.

On this holiday, the Church of Jerusalem celebrates the fact
that the holy relic of Saint Savva, preserved incorruptible
and intact to this day, was taken by the Crusaders to Venice
and was returned under the authority of the Roman Church to
the Patriarchate of Jerusalem on October 26, 13 1965. A solemn
reception was then held for the holy relic at Jaffa Gate.
After this, it was placed for veneration at the Church of the
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Holy Sepulchre for a week and then returned to the place where
it belonged, the Lavra, which Saint Savva founded, for the
sanctification and help of its monks and pilgrims.

On  the  eve  of  the  feast,  Vespers  was  officiated  by  His
Eminence, Metropolitan Joachim of Helenoupolis, and at night
there was an all-night vigil, officiated by H.H.B. our Father
and Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos. Co-celebrants to His
Beatitude  were  their  Eminences,  Metropolitan  Joachim  of
Helenoupolis, the Archbishop Aristarchos of Constantina, along
with Hagiotaphite Hieromonks and Arab-speaking Priests. The
chanting was delivered by Archimandrite Antypas from Mount
Athos with Hierodeacon Simeon and his helpers in Greek on the
right and Archimandrite Philotheos and his choir in Arabic on
the left, at the presence of pilgrims from Greece, Romania and
from Bethlehem, Beit Jala and Beit Sahour.

Before  the  Holy  Communion  His  Beatitude  delivered  the
following  Sermon:

“Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: Sing forth the
honour of his name: make his praise glorious” (Ps 66,1-2) the
psalmist proclaims.

Reverend Holy Fathers and Brethren,

Noble Christians and pilgrims

The grace of our Holy Father Savva the Sanctified has gathered
us all in his holy Lavra to celebrate the great event of the
repatriation of his holy relics.

Our Father Savva became a citizen of the desert and “an angel
in flesh” because he applied in both theory and action the
urging words of Saint Paul: “ye then be risen with Christ,
seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on
things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hidden
with  Christ  in  God.  When  Christ,  who  is  our  life,  shall



appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory” (Col. 3,
1-4).

Having  as  a  foundation  Paul’s  healthy  words,  “seek  those
things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand
of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on
the earth” (Col. 3, 1-2), Saint Savva showed Godly zeal and
self-denial on the one hand, and on the other, he excelled
among his co-ascetics the monks, because he was “strengthened
with might by [God’s] Spirit in the inner man” (ref. Ephes.
3,16).

In addition, Saint Savva was called “sanctified” because he
sought  the  sanctification  according  to  the  saying  “Follow
peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall
see the Lord” (Hebrews 12,14). “For this is the will of God,
even your sanctification (1 Thess. 4,3), Saint Paul preaches
again.

Moreover, our Lord Jesus Christ Himself says in His prayer to
God the Father about His disciples and those who believe and
follow Him: “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is
truth” (John 17,17). Here the truth is Christ’s Spirit, the
Holy Spirit. “The Spirit is the truth” according to the voice
of John the Evangelist (1 John 5,6), Saint Cyril of Alexandria
interprets.

In  the  reply  of  the  Holy  Church  Fathers  about  what  the
sanctification of those who love God means, Saint Basil the
Great says: “Sanctification means to devote ourselves to the
Holy God wholeheartedly and without separation at all times,
through the care and study of the things pleasing to Him”. And
Saint Gregory the Theologian says: “Sanctification is living
along with God”.

In other words, without the sanctification by the power of the
Holy  Spirit,  man  is  unable  to  see  God,  namely  the
unapproachable light. “I am the light of the world: he that



followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life” (John 8,12), the Lord says. And the Saint’s
hymnographer says that the God-bearing father was seen from
his early infancy to be a sanctified vessel, our Father and a
dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.

Indeed,  my  dear  brethren,  our  Father  Savva  was  seen  and
appeared to be a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. Behold the
true testimony and the visible proof before our eyes, his
incorrupt and fragrant full body of his relics. Behold the
light, the true light, the light of life “Thou art near, O
Lord; and all thy commandments are truth” (Ps. 119,151), David
chants. “Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God
afar off?” the Prophet Jeremiah announces (Jeremiah 23,23).

With today’s feast of the repatriation of Saint Savva’s relics
from Venice of Italy at the place of his monastic striving,
all of us are called to draw nigh to God, because He is a God
that is near us. The way of our approaching the good God and
friend of man is shown to us by Saint Savva the sanctified
through  the  words  of  Saint  Paul  “dearly  beloved,  let  us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7,1). Many
happy returns.”

After the Dismissal of the Divine Liturgy, a monastic meal
followed.

Giving thanks to God, His Beatitude received the thanks of the
Fathers of Saint Savva’s Lavra and returned to Jerusalem.

From Secretariat–General



THE HARVEST OF OLIVES AT THE
HOLY MONASTERY OF MARTHA AND
MARY IN BETHANY
The  website  of  the  Patriarchate  of  Jerusalem  conveys  the
thanks of the Hagiotaphite Brotherhood to the Greek Consulate
General  of  Greece  in  Jerusalem  for  its  assistance  in  the
arduous task of harvesting the olives in the Holy Monastery of
Martha  and  Mary,  the  sisters  of  Lazarus,  in  Bethany  and
presents the following statement by the Consul General of
Greece Mr Evangelos Vlioras:

“The  Consulate  General  of  Greece  voluntarily  participated
again this year in the centuries-old tradition of collecting
olives  at  the  Holy  Monastery  of  Martha  and  Mary  of  our
Patriarchate in Bethany, where the first tomb of Lazarus is
located.

 We  thank  H.H.B.  our  Father  and  Patriarch  of
JerusalemTheophilos  for  His  blessing,  the  Reverend
Archimandrite Epiphanius,  the Abbess Gerontissa Eupraxia and
the Nuns who minister this Pilgrimage, for their incomparable
hospitality and the opportunity they gave us to support their
work.

 Thanks are also addressed to the Head of the Representation
Office of Argentina in Ramallah and his family, to the staff
of our Government and the members of their families and to the
Greeks who live here or serve in International Organizations,
who voluntarily participated in the event.

 From Secretariat-General
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MRS  MOROPOULOU  GIVES  A
LECTURE ON THE RESTORATION OF
THE SACRED EDICULE
On the evening of Wednesday, October 6/19, 2022, the emeritus
professor of the National Technical University of Athens Mrs
Antonia  Moropoulou  gave  a  lecture  in  the  context  of  the
Conference “New Studies in the Archeology of Jerusalem and its
region” in the Auditorium / ceremonial hall of the Friends of
Israel Museum, in the centre of the New City of Jerusalem. The
lecture was about the restoration of the Sacred Edicule, a
historical and symbolic work, according to the study of the
Interdisciplinary Team of the National Technical University of
Athens,  of  which  Mrs  Moropoulou  is  the  architect.  and  in
accordance  with  the  agreement  of  the  three  Major  Pilgrim
Communities, the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the Custody of the
Holy Land and the Patriarchate of the Armenians, the guardians
of the Status Quo.

Mrs Moropoulou presented this work through her clarifications
and relevant images on a screen to a group of experts in
Archeology  and  other  experts,  in  the  presence  of  the
representatives  of  the  Patriarchate  of  Jerusalem,  Geronda
Secretary-General,  His  Eminence  Archbishop  Aristarchos  of
Constantina and Hierodeacon Dositheos.

This in-depth lecture is published for those interested on the
website of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, see link:

On the eve of the lecture on Tuesday, October 5/18, 2022, Mrs
Moropoulou was accepted into the Secretariat office by the
Geronda Secretary-General His Eminence Archbishop Aristarchos
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of Constantina and the Patriarchal Commissioner, His Eminence
Metropolitan Isychios of Capitolias, and the day following the
lecture,  by  H.H.B.  our  Father  and  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem
Theophilos.

In  both  visits,  the  decisive  role  of  the  Patriarchate  of
Jerusalem  for  the  preservation  of  the  Status  Quo  and  the
Status of the city of Jerusalem and peace in the Holy Land was
underlined,  as  well  as  that  of  Mrs  Moropoulou  for  the
accomplishment  of  this  historic  work.

From Secretariat-General

 

THE  FORMER  AMBASSADOR  OF
MOLDOVA IN QATAR VISITS THE
PATRIARCHATE
On the morning of Wednesday, September 29 / October 12, 2022,
the former Ambassador of Moldova to Qatar Mr Victor Țvircun
visited the Patriarchate.

Mr  Țvircun  was  warmly  welcomed  by  H.H.B.  our  Father  and
Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos and Hagiotaphite Fathers.

In  the  context  of  this  previous  meeting,  there  was  an
interesting discussion about the relations of the Patriarchate
after  the  Country  of  Moldavia,  the  property  of  the
Patriarchate  in  Moldavia  and  the  beginning  of  the  Greek
Revolution of 1821 in Moldavia. Mr Țvircun was well qualified
in all of these, due to his profession.
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For the appreciation and contribution of Mr Țvircun to the
work of the Patriarchate, His Beatitude awarded him with the
medal of the Cross of the Order of the Knights of the Holy
Sepulchre and wished him success in his work with the grace of
the Holy Sepulchre.

From Secretariat-General


