
THE FEAST OF ST. STEPHEN THE
FIRST  MARTYR  AT  THE
PATRIARCHATE
The commemoration of St. Stephen the Archdeacon and First
Martyr was celebrated by the Patriarchate at the place of his
stoning in Gethsemane valley, south-west of the Theotokos’
Tomb, on Tuesday December 27, 2017/ January 9, 2018.

St. Stephen was the first of the seven Deacons, elected by the
first Church of Jerusalem in order to serve at the meals known
as  “love”.  St.  Stephen  was  full  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and
preached that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ. The leaders of
the Jews did not bear this lightly, took him to the Sanhedrin
and when he confessed that he can see Jesus sitting at the
right side of God’s power, they condemned him, dragged him in
the aforementioned place and stoned him to death, while he was
praying for those who stoned him (Acts 5).

At  the  Holy  Church  by  the  stoning  place,  Vespers  in  the
evening and the Divine Liturgy on the morning of the Feast
were led by the Secretary of the Holy and Sacred Synod Most
Reverend  Archbishop  Demetrios  of  Lydda,  with  co-celebrant
Hagiotaphite Hieromonks and Deacons. The choir was led by the
left choir singer of the Church of the Resurrection Mr. George
Alvanos, and the services were attended by a congregation of
nuns, pilgrims from Greece, Cyprus, Romania, Russia and local
Arab-speaking people from Jerusalem. After the Divine Liturgy
there was a prayer at the stoning place of the Saint.

The Episcopal entourage and the congregation were offered a
reception at the hegoumeneion after the Divine Liturgy by the
Hegoumen Archimandrite Epiphanios.
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THE FEAST OF THE SYNAXIS OF
THE  THEOTOKOS  AT  THE
PATRIARCHATE
On Monday December 26, 2017/ January 8, 2018, one day after
Christmas, the Hagiotaphite Brotherhood celebrated the Feasts
of  Christmas  and  of  the  Synaxis  of  the  Theotokos  at  the
Monastic Church of the glorious and equal to the apostles
Saints Constantine and Helen.

On this feast, the Church honours especially the Theotokos as
the most significant person who contributed in the mystery of
the incarnation of her Son and God’s Logos and the salvation
for us humans.

The feast with Matins and the Divine Liturgy was celebrated at
the attendance of H.H.B. our Father and Patriarch of Jerusalem
Theophilos,  with  co-celebrant  Hagiotaphite  Archbishops,
Hieromonks, Hierodeacons, monks and nuns, as well as pilgrims
who have come for the Christmas Feast.
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After  the  dismissal  of  the  Divine  Liturgy,  Archimandrite
Eusevios  and  his  choir  chanted  the  Christmas  apolytikion
preceding the procession with His Beatitude, the Archbishops
and the Priests who concluded in the main reception hall of
the Patriarchate.

The Christmas brotherly osculation of the Archbishops and His
Beatitude  followed,  and  finally  the  pilgrims  received  His
Beatitude’s blessing.

From Secretariat-General
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On this feast, the Church honours especially the Theotokos as
the most significant person who contributed in the mystery of
the incarnation of her Son and God’s Logos and the salvation
for us humans.

The feast with Matins and the Divine Liturgy was celebrated at
the attendance of H.H.B. our Father and Patriarch of Jerusalem
Theophilos,  with  co-celebrant  Hagiotaphite  Archbishops,
Hieromonks, Hierodeacons, monks and nuns, as well as pilgrims
who have come for the Christmas Feast.

After  the  dismissal  of  the  Divine  Liturgy,  Archimandrite
Eusevios  and  his  choir  chanted  the  Christmas  apolytikion
preceding the procession with His Beatitude, the Archbishops
and the Priests who concluded in the main reception hall of
the Patriarchate.

The Christmas brotherly osculation of the Archbishops and His
Beatitude  followed,  and  finally  the  pilgrims  received  His
Beatitude’s blessing.

From Secretariat-General

ngg_shortcode_2_placeholder”  order_by=”sortorder”
order_direction=”ASC”  returns=”included”
maximum_entity_count=”500″]

httpv://youtu.be/2F8Y22-CEGg

 

 

 



THE  CHRISTMAS  FEAST  AT  THE
PATRIARCHATE
The  Feast  of  Christ’s  Nativity  was  celebrated  by  the
Patriarchate  according  to  the  tradition  and  order  at  the
Basilica of the Nativity and the God-receiving Cave in the
town of Bethlehem, on Sunday December 25, 2017/ January 7,
2018.

The Feast began with the Service of Matins at 10.30 p.m. on
the night of Christmas Eve, December 24, 2017/ January 6, 2018
with the entrance through the Baptism Gate and the welcome of
the  officiating  Patriarchal  Commissioner  Most  Reverend
Metropolitan Isychios of Kapitolias.

The formal descend to the Holy Cave began with the Matins Hymn
“Come, ye faithful, let us see where Christ the Saviour hath
been born”. The Archbishops and the Priests dressed in their
liturgical  vestments  preceded  the  procession  which  was
officiated  by  His  Beatitude  the  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem
Theophilos, having the President of the Palestinian State Mr.
Mahmoud  Abbas  Abu-Mazen  on  His  right  hand  side,  the
representative of His Majesty King Abdullah II of Jordan,
Interior Minister Mr. Ghaleb Zu’bi on His left hand side, and
the  Consul  General  of  Greece  in  Jerusalem  Mr.  Christos
Sophianopoulos, the President of the Church Affairs Committee
of the Palestinian State Mr. Hanah Amire, the Palestinian
Presidential Adviser Mr. Ziad Al-Bandak, and other Officials
of the Palestinian State and on either side other Governmental
and  Police  Force  Officials  of  the  town  of  Bethlehem  and
diplomatic representatives of countries. 

Once in the Cave, the Hymns of Ascent were chanted, the Gospel
narrative of the Nativity was read in Greek and Arabic, and
the  Patriarchal  Christmas  Message  was  read  by  Geronda
Secretary-General  Most  Reverent  Archbishop  Aristarchos  of
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Constantina as follows:

“He that was begotten of the Father before the

morning star without a mother, is today on

earth become incarnate of thee without a father;

wherefore, a star announceth the good tidings to the

Magi; and the Angels with shepherds hymn thy seedless

childbirth, O Full of Grace.”

(Kontakion: Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos)

 

During the joyous and glorious period of the Holy Twelve-days
the Church as much as the whole of humanity celebrate a divine
and heavenly event, an event that is at the same time splendid
and marvelous, strange and paradox. We celebrate the event of
God’s peaceful visit and healing intervention in man’s life.
The Church proclaims the event of the incarnate Epiphany of
God in the world. It confesses that God, who has created man
according to His image and likeness, remodeled him by the
Son’s resemblance to man according to the divine beauty given
to him before the fall. In the presence of His Only-Begotten
Son and Word, God became incarnate, He was made flesh, He
became human. “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us” (John 1.14) Through the Incarnation and nativity in the
flesh of His Son by the Ever-Virgin, during the reign of
Caesar Octavius Augustus in Bethlehem, God revived and pulled
man out of the depths of his fall and corruption and lifted
him in the heights of heaven, making him “partaker of the
divine nature” (2 Peter 1.4). For this offering, grace and
unspeakable joy given to humanity, the Church chants with the
hymn writer today: “the Lord hath sent forth redemption to his
people”; with the Evangelist: “a Saviour has been born to us
today, who is Christ”; and with the hymn writer: “Our Saviour



from on high hath visited us” and “Christ is born, give ye
glory, Christ is on earth, be ye exalted”.

Eye-witnesses  to  this  unheard  of  mystery,  namely  God’s
incarnate presence in the world, are; the Ever-Virgin, who
contributed to this reality, and conceived by the Holy Spirit,
became  pregnant  and  gave  birth  in  the  flesh  and  swaddled
Christ;  Joseph  the  elder,  her  companion  from  Nazareth  to
Bethlehem for Caesar’s census, from Bethlehem to Egypt on
their escape, and to their return in Nazareth, from which the
Lord was called a Nazarene. Eye-witnesses are also simple
farmers, shepherds watching over their flocks, who drew nigh
in  order  to  see  and  experience  the  mystery,  after  the
invitation and the vision of angels, who were chanting in
heaven the angelic hymn: “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 2.14). Moreover, eye-
witnesses  were  men  of  science,  Magi  Kings  from  Persia,
researchers of the universe. They were called from afar by a
star in heaven, to herald the beginning of the Church of
nations, so that from the idolatry of the stars they would
come to the worship of the Sun of Righteousness. And indeed,
in this simple and humble Cave they beheld in ecstasy “the
babe lying in a manger” (Luke 2.16), and recognizing Him they
bowed and worshiped the Incarnate God made man in the flesh by
the Virgin, and offered Him their gifts of reverence “gold,
and frankincense and myrrh” (Matthew 2.11).

In this manner did the wealth of Christ’s Divinity shine upon
men, in the humility of the Cave and the poverty of the
swaddling clothes. Christ took upon Himself the form of a man,
humbling Himself, so that in this form He would sanctify and
glorify man. “Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich” (2 Cor. 8.9).
Being true God, strong and mighty, He took on the feebleness
of the human flesh and became God-human, one person in two
natures, “who went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was with him” (Acts 10.38).



This philanthropy of God is preached in the Holy Spirit by the
Church, the Body of the Incarnate God, our Lord Jesus Christ
who was Crucified in the flesh and Resurrected from the dead
for the salvation of the world. Christ has bequeathed the
Church with the perpetuation of His peace-making, reconciling,
sanctifying and salvific mission in the world. The Church
manifests and preaches His mission to its members, but also to
all those who by their free will do not accept the message of
the  Lord  of  peace,  but  act  remorselessly  and  inhumanly
instead, just like Herod did to the new-born King and the
infants. They neither sharpen their plows for plowing, nor
their sickles for reaping; on the contrary, they sharpen their
swords in order to rend each other to pieces. They spend the
wealth  of  God’s  creation  to  compatible  and  incompatible
weapons and wars, they sacrifice hundreds of thousands of
innocent people through atrocious terrorist acts and they dare
say this is done in the name of God. The Church speaks to them
in  love.  It  teaches  peace,  to  those  near  and  afar.  It
sanctifies  the  people,  tames  their  morals  and  remains  an
oasis, a paradise and the visible manifestation of the Kingdom
of God on earth. It shares its spiritual and material goods
with the people philanthropically. It tolerates persecution;
being slandered, it forgives and prays. It calls everybody,
saying: “come and see” (John 1.46).

This is done also by the Church of Jerusalem in the Holy Land,
which defends and preserves the Holy Shrines and of course the
Basilica of the Nativity in Bethlehem, built by Constantine
and Justine the Emperors. The Church of Jerusalem prays from
the God-receiving Cave for the peace of the whole world, peace
in the Middle East and the Holy Land;  it prays especially for
its Greek Orthodox congregation which lives in the Palestinian
State, but also for all Palestinian people and supports with
all its strength and by all peaceful means His Excellency the
President  Mahmoud  Abbas  Abu-Mazen,  who  honours  with  His
presence our Feast; so that He may successfully complete His
mission of sustaining the political and religious Status Quo



in  Jerusalem,  as  it  is  recognized  by  the  International
Community, and that He may accomplish the full recognition of
the Palestinian State by all nations worldwide.  

In the Holy Town of Bethlehem, CHRISTMAS 2017

Fervent supplicant for all before God,

THEOPHILOS III

Patriarch of Jerusalem

 

The Message was also read by the Press Representative of the
Patriarchate for the Arabic M.M. Dean Priest Issa Mousleh in
Arabic.

Afterward, there was the veneration of the Nativity place and
the Holy Manger, followed by the ascent through the North Gate
of the Cave and the litany three times around the Basilica was
concluded at the centre of the Basilica with a special prayer.

After the prayer, His Beatitude started the Katavasiae “Christ
is born” and coming down from the throne, the Service of
Matins was continued at the singing of the choir leader of the
All-holy Church of the Resurrection Archimandrite Aristovoulos
on the right in Greek and the Bethlehem choir on the left in
Arabic.  At  the  same  time,  the  Divine  Liturgy  was  being
celebrated  in  the  Holy  Cave,  led  by  the  Most  Reverend
Metropolitan  Joachim  of  Helenoupolis.

Having finished the prayer, the Divine Liturgy started at the
Catholicon,  officiated  by  His  Beatitude  the  Patriarch  of
Jerusalem  Theophilos,  with  co-celebrants  the  Most  Reverend
Metropolitan  Isychios  of  Kapitolias  and  the  Archbishop
Demetrios of Lydda, Hagiotaphite Hieromonks, Priests of the
Patriarchate  and  other  churches,  Archdeacon  Mark  and
Hierodeacon  Anastasios.  The  choir  leader  of  the  All-holy
Church of the Resurrection Archimandrite Aristovoulos sang on



the right in Greek and the Bethlehem choir on the left in
Arabic under Mr. Lawrence Samour. The Service was attended in
contrition  by  many  pilgrims  from  Russia,  Greece,  Romania,
Ukraine and other countries as well as local pilgrims. The
Divine Liturgy was also attended by the Consul General of
Greece in Jerusalem Mr. Christos Sophianopoulos and the Consul
Mrs. Katherine Tzima.

After  the  Divine  Liturgy,  a  meal  was  offered  to  the
Patriarchal Entourage, the Archbishops, Priests and the people
by the renovator of the Monastery Most Reverend Archbishop
Theophylactos of Jordan, for the glory of God Who permitted
and accepted this Feast.

From Secretariat-General
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the night of Christmas Eve, December 24, 2017/ January 6, 2018
with the entrance through the Baptism Gate and the welcome of
the  officiating  Patriarchal  Commissioner  Most  Reverend
Metropolitan Isychios of Kapitolias.

The formal descend to the Holy Cave began with the Matins Hymn
“Come, ye faithful, let us see where Christ the Saviour hath
been born”. The Archbishops and the Priests dressed in their
liturgical  vestments  preceded  the  procession  which  was
officiated  by  His  Beatitude  the  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem
Theophilos, having the President of the Palestinian State Mr.
Mahmoud  Abbas  Abu-Mazen  on  His  right  hand  side,  the
representative of His Majesty King Abdullah II of Jordan,
Interior Minister Mr. Ghaleb Zu’bi on His left hand side, and
the  Consul  General  of  Greece  in  Jerusalem  Mr.  Christos
Sophianopoulos, the President of the Church Affairs Committee
of the Palestinian State Mr. Hanah Amire, the Palestinian
Presidential Adviser Mr. Ziad Al-Bandak, and other Officials
of the Palestinian State and on either side other Governmental
and  Police  Force  Officials  of  the  town  of  Bethlehem  and
diplomatic representatives of countries. 

Once in the Cave, the Hymns of Ascent were chanted, the Gospel
narrative of the Nativity was read in Greek and Arabic, and
the  Patriarchal  Christmas  Message  was  read  by  Geronda
Secretary-General  Most  Reverent  Archbishop  Aristarchos  of
Constantina as follows:

“He that was begotten of the Father before the

morning star without a mother, is today on

earth become incarnate of thee without a father;

wherefore, a star announceth the good tidings to the

Magi; and the Angels with shepherds hymn thy seedless

childbirth, O Full of Grace.”



(Kontakion: Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos)

 

During the joyous and glorious period of the Holy Twelve-days
the Church as much as the whole of humanity celebrate a divine
and heavenly event, an event that is at the same time splendid
and marvelous, strange and paradox. We celebrate the event of
God’s peaceful visit and healing intervention in man’s life.
The Church proclaims the event of the incarnate Epiphany of
God in the world. It confesses that God, who has created man
according to His image and likeness, remodeled him by the
Son’s resemblance to man according to the divine beauty given
to him before the fall. In the presence of His Only-Begotten
Son and Word, God became incarnate, He was made flesh, He
became human. “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us” (John 1.14) Through the Incarnation and nativity in the
flesh of His Son by the Ever-Virgin, during the reign of
Caesar Octavius Augustus in Bethlehem, God revived and pulled
man out of the depths of his fall and corruption and lifted
him in the heights of heaven, making him “partaker of the
divine nature” (2 Peter 1.4). For this offering, grace and
unspeakable joy given to humanity, the Church chants with the
hymn writer today: “the Lord hath sent forth redemption to his
people”; with the Evangelist: “a Saviour has been born to us
today, who is Christ”; and with the hymn writer: “Our Saviour
from on high hath visited us” and “Christ is born, give ye
glory, Christ is on earth, be ye exalted”.

Eye-witnesses  to  this  unheard  of  mystery,  namely  God’s
incarnate presence in the world, are; the Ever-Virgin, who
contributed to this reality, and conceived by the Holy Spirit,
became  pregnant  and  gave  birth  in  the  flesh  and  swaddled
Christ;  Joseph  the  elder,  her  companion  from  Nazareth  to
Bethlehem for Caesar’s census, from Bethlehem to Egypt on
their escape, and to their return in Nazareth, from which the
Lord was called a Nazarene. Eye-witnesses are also simple
farmers, shepherds watching over their flocks, who drew nigh



in  order  to  see  and  experience  the  mystery,  after  the
invitation and the vision of angels, who were chanting in
heaven the angelic hymn: “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 2.14). Moreover, eye-
witnesses  were  men  of  science,  Magi  Kings  from  Persia,
researchers of the universe. They were called from afar by a
star in heaven, to herald the beginning of the Church of
nations, so that from the idolatry of the stars they would
come to the worship of the Sun of Righteousness. And indeed,
in this simple and humble Cave they beheld in ecstasy “the
babe lying in a manger” (Luke 2.16), and recognizing Him they
bowed and worshiped the Incarnate God made man in the flesh by
the Virgin, and offered Him their gifts of reverence “gold,
and frankincense and myrrh” (Matthew 2.11).

In this manner did the wealth of Christ’s Divinity shine upon
men, in the humility of the Cave and the poverty of the
swaddling clothes. Christ took upon Himself the form of a man,
humbling Himself, so that in this form He would sanctify and
glorify man. “Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich” (2 Cor. 8.9).
Being true God, strong and mighty, He took on the feebleness
of the human flesh and became God-human, one person in two
natures, “who went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was with him” (Acts 10.38).

This philanthropy of God is preached in the Holy Spirit by the
Church, the Body of the Incarnate God, our Lord Jesus Christ
who was Crucified in the flesh and Resurrected from the dead
for the salvation of the world. Christ has bequeathed the
Church with the perpetuation of His peace-making, reconciling,
sanctifying and salvific mission in the world. The Church
manifests and preaches His mission to its members, but also to
all those who by their free will do not accept the message of
the  Lord  of  peace,  but  act  remorselessly  and  inhumanly
instead, just like Herod did to the new-born King and the
infants. They neither sharpen their plows for plowing, nor



their sickles for reaping; on the contrary, they sharpen their
swords in order to rend each other to pieces. They spend the
wealth  of  God’s  creation  to  compatible  and  incompatible
weapons and wars, they sacrifice hundreds of thousands of
innocent people through atrocious terrorist acts and they dare
say this is done in the name of God. The Church speaks to them
in  love.  It  teaches  peace,  to  those  near  and  afar.  It
sanctifies  the  people,  tames  their  morals  and  remains  an
oasis, a paradise and the visible manifestation of the Kingdom
of God on earth. It shares its spiritual and material goods
with the people philanthropically. It tolerates persecution;
being slandered, it forgives and prays. It calls everybody,
saying: “come and see” (John 1.46).

This is done also by the Church of Jerusalem in the Holy Land,
which defends and preserves the Holy Shrines and of course the
Basilica of the Nativity in Bethlehem, built by Constantine
and Justine the Emperors. The Church of Jerusalem prays from
the God-receiving Cave for the peace of the whole world, peace
in the Middle East and the Holy Land;  it prays especially for
its Greek Orthodox congregation which lives in the Palestinian
State, but also for all Palestinian people and supports with
all its strength and by all peaceful means His Excellency the
President  Mahmoud  Abbas  Abu-Mazen,  who  honours  with  His
presence our Feast; so that He may successfully complete His
mission of sustaining the political and religious Status Quo
in  Jerusalem,  as  it  is  recognized  by  the  International
Community, and that He may accomplish the full recognition of
the Palestinian State by all nations worldwide.  

In the Holy Town of Bethlehem, CHRISTMAS 2017

Fervent supplicant for all before God,

THEOPHILOS III

Patriarch of Jerusalem

 



The Message was also read by the Press Representative of the
Patriarchate for the Arabic M.M. Dean Priest Issa Mousleh in
Arabic.

Afterward, there was the veneration of the Nativity place and
the Holy Manger, followed by the ascent through the North Gate
of the Cave and the litany three times around the Basilica was
concluded at the centre of the Basilica with a special prayer.

After the prayer, His Beatitude started the Katavasiae “Christ
is born” and coming down from the throne, the Service of
Matins was continued at the singing of the choir leader of the
All-holy Church of the Resurrection Archimandrite Aristovoulos
on the right in Greek and the Bethlehem choir on the left in
Arabic.  At  the  same  time,  the  Divine  Liturgy  was  being
celebrated  in  the  Holy  Cave,  led  by  the  Most  Reverend
Metropolitan  Joachim  of  Helenoupolis.

Having finished the prayer, the Divine Liturgy started at the
Catholicon,  officiated  by  His  Beatitude  the  Patriarch  of
Jerusalem  Theophilos,  with  co-celebrants  the  Most  Reverend
Metropolitan  Isychios  of  Kapitolias  and  the  Archbishop
Demetrios of Lydda, Hagiotaphite Hieromonks, Priests of the
Patriarchate  and  other  churches,  Archdeacon  Mark  and
Hierodeacon  Anastasios.  The  choir  leader  of  the  All-holy
Church of the Resurrection Archimandrite Aristovoulos sang on
the right in Greek and the Bethlehem choir on the left in
Arabic under Mr. Lawrence Samour. The Service was attended in
contrition  by  many  pilgrims  from  Russia,  Greece,  Romania,
Ukraine and other countries as well as local pilgrims. The
Divine Liturgy was also attended by the Consul General of
Greece in Jerusalem Mr. Christos Sophianopoulos and the Consul
Mrs. Katherine Tzima.

After  the  Divine  Liturgy,  a  meal  was  offered  to  the
Patriarchal Entourage, the Archbishops, Priests and the people
by the renovator of the Monastery Most Reverend Archbishop
Theophylactos of Jordan, for the glory of God Who permitted



and accepted this Feast.

From Secretariat-General
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THE FEAST OF CHRISTMAS EVE AT
THE PATRIARCHATE
The celebration of Christmas Eve began on Saturday morning
December 24, 2017/ January 6, 2018, according to the Church
Order and the Status Quo of the Patriarchate.

At 11.15 a.m. of this day, His Beatitude the Patriarch of
Jerusalem  Theophilos  left  the  Patriarchate  in  a  formal
procession, and from Jaffa Gate He was taken to the Monastery
of Prophet Elijah by the Patriarchate entourage of vehicles. 

 His Beatitude was received by Military Officials at Kfar
Etzion district and distinguished members of the congregation.
There was a short prayer and a small fasting reception by the
Hegoumen Archimandrite Paissios at the Monastery.

At 12.30 p.m., His Beatitude and Entourage left the Monastery
to the border check point of Rachel’s tomb.

Passing through the border gate, 5 Palestinian motorcyclists
honourably  preceded  His  Beatitude’s  entourage,  until  the
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entourage reached Bethlehem square.

There,  His  Beatitude  was  welcomed  and  addressed  by  the
Patriarchal  Representative  in  Bethlehem  Most  Reverend
Archbishop Theophylactos of Jordan, the Mayor of Bethlehem,
the Police Chief, other members of the local authorities, the
Priests dressed in their liturgical vestments and Christians
from Bethlehem and the neighbouring areas.

Putting on His cloak, His Beatitude blessed the Holy Entrance
while the faithful were standing on either side of the road in
respect. The Priests led the way heading to the courtyard, and
entered the Church through the

humble door of the magnificent Basilica. The Choir leader of
the  All-holy  Church  of  the  Resurrection  Archimandrite
Aristovoulos  and  Mr.  George  Alvanos  sang  the  Christmas
apolytikion on the right and the Basilica Choir under Mr.
Lorence Samour repeated it on the left when His Beatitude
entered the Basilica. His Beatitude reached the Ikonostasion,
and went down to the God-receiving Cave and the manger through
the south staircase, followed by His entourage.

Then His Beatitude returned to the Catholicon through the
north gate of the Cave, stood before the Ikonostasion and
blessed the people. The Service of Vespers began according to
the Typikon of the Orthodox Church and finished at 3.30 p.m.
according  to  the  Status  Quo  of  worship.  Archimandrite
Aristovoulos sang on the right in Greek and the Basilica choir
on the left in Arabic.

The  Service  of  Vespers  was  followed  by  a  meal  at  the
Hegoumeneion, offered by the renovator of the Monastery Most
Reverend Archbishop Theophylactos of Jordan.

At 7.00 p.m. of the same day, His Beatitude hosted a reception
for the Palestinian Prime Minister Mr. Rami Hamdallah and
members  of  the  Government,  the  representative  of  Jordan
Interior Minister Mr. Ghaleb Zu’bi, the Consul General of



Greece in Jerusalem Mr. Christos Sophianopoulos and members of
our congregation.

From Secretariat-General

ngg_shortcode_5_placeholder”  order_by=”sortorder”
order_direction=”ASC”  returns=”included”
maximum_entity_count=”500″]

httpv://youtu.be/14mZFqbwGHc

 

THE FEAST OF CHRISTMAS EVE AT
THE PATRIARCHATE
The celebration of Christmas Eve began on Saturday morning
December 24, 2017/ January 6, 2018, according to the Church
Order and the Status Quo of the Patriarchate.

At 11.15 a.m. of this day, His Beatitude the Patriarch of
Jerusalem  Theophilos  left  the  Patriarchate  in  a  formal
procession, and from Jaffa Gate He was taken to the Monastery
of Prophet Elijah by the Patriarchate entourage of vehicles. 

 His Beatitude was received by Military Officials at Kfar
Etzion district and distinguished members of the congregation.
There was a short prayer and a small fasting reception by the
Hegoumen Archimandrite Paissios at the Monastery.

At 12.30 p.m., His Beatitude and Entourage left the Monastery
to the border check point of Rachel’s tomb.

Passing through the border gate, 5 Palestinian motorcyclists
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honourably  preceded  His  Beatitude’s  entourage,  until  the
entourage reached Bethlehem square.

There,  His  Beatitude  was  welcomed  and  addressed  by  the
Patriarchal  Representative  in  Bethlehem  Most  Reverend
Archbishop Theophylactos of Jordan, the Mayor of Bethlehem,
the Police Chief, other members of the local authorities, the
Priests dressed in their liturgical vestments and Christians
from Bethlehem and the neighbouring areas.

Putting on His cloak, His Beatitude blessed the Holy Entrance
while the faithful were standing on either side of the road in
respect. The Priests led the way heading to the courtyard, and
entered the Church through the

humble door of the magnificent Basilica. The Choir leader of
the  All-holy  Church  of  the  Resurrection  Archimandrite
Aristovoulos  and  Mr.  George  Alvanos  sang  the  Christmas
apolytikion on the right and the Basilica Choir under Mr.
Lorence Samour repeated it on the left when His Beatitude
entered the Basilica. His Beatitude reached the Ikonostasion,
and went down to the God-receiving Cave and the manger through
the south staircase, followed by His entourage.

Then His Beatitude returned to the Catholicon through the
north gate of the Cave, stood before the Ikonostasion and
blessed the people. The Service of Vespers began according to
the Typikon of the Orthodox Church and finished at 3.30 p.m.
according  to  the  Status  Quo  of  worship.  Archimandrite
Aristovoulos sang on the right in Greek and the Basilica choir
on the left in Arabic.

The  Service  of  Vespers  was  followed  by  a  meal  at  the
Hegoumeneion, offered by the renovator of the Monastery Most
Reverend Archbishop Theophylactos of Jordan.

At 7.00 p.m. of the same day, His Beatitude hosted a reception
for the Palestinian Prime Minister Mr. Rami Hamdallah and
members  of  the  Government,  the  representative  of  Jordan



Interior Minister Mr. Ghaleb Zu’bi, the Consul General of
Greece in Jerusalem Mr. Christos Sophianopoulos and members of
our congregation.

From Secretariat-General
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CHRISTMAS  AT  THE  H.
ARCHDIOCESE OF QATAR
Christmas  was  celebrated  with  ecclesiastical  brilliance  in
Doha, Qatar.

The Service of Matins was followed by the D. Liturgy in the
Arabic and English languages on Sunday evening December 11/24
2017.

On  Monday  morning  December  12/25  2017,  Matins  and  the  D.
Liturgy were celebrated in the Greek and Romanic languages, at
the  presence  of  the  Consul  of  Greece  in  Doha  Mr.  Iannis
Zemolosidis, the Military attaché General Panayiotis Krikis
and the participation of the Christian congregation of the
local Church.

On Saturday December 24, 2017/ January 6, 2018, Matins and the
Divine Liturgy were celebrated in the Slavonic and Serbian
languages with the participation of many faithful.
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The Services were officiated by the Most Reverend Archbishop
Makarios of Qatar, with co-celebrants Priest Demetrios and
other clergy. Instead of a Sermon, the Christmas message of
His Beatitude the Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos III was
read, translated in the languages in which each Service was
held. Accordingly, the choirs sang in all relevant languages.

From the Holy Archdiocese of Qatar
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CHRISTMAS  AT  THE  H.
ARCHDIOCESE OF QATAR
Christmas  was  celebrated  with  ecclesiastical  brilliance  in
Doha, Qatar.

The Service of Matins was followed by the D. Liturgy in the
Arabic and English languages on Sunday evening December 11/24
2017.

On  Monday  morning  December  12/25  2017,  Matins  and  the  D.
Liturgy were celebrated in the Greek and Romanic languages, at
the  presence  of  the  Consul  of  Greece  in  Doha  Mr.  Iannis
Zemolosidis, the Military attaché General Panayiotis Krikis
and the participation of the Christian congregation of the
local Church.

On Saturday December 24, 2017/ January 6, 2018, Matins and the
Divine Liturgy were celebrated in the Slavonic and Serbian
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languages with the participation of many faithful.

The Services were officiated by the Most Reverend Archbishop
Makarios of Qatar, with co-celebrants Priest Demetrios and
other clergy. Instead of a Sermon, the Christmas message of
His Beatitude the Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos III was
read, translated in the languages in which each Service was
held. Accordingly, the choirs sang in all relevant languages.

From the Holy Archdiocese of Qatar
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE BLESSING
OF  OIL  ON  THE  OCCASION  OF
CHRISTMAS
On Friday afternoon, December 23 2017/January 5 2018, at the
Monastic Church of Saints Constantine and Helen,  the Service
of Vespers was followed by the Sacrament of the Blessing of
Oil as preparation for the Feast of Christ’s Nativity the
forthcoming Sunday.

The Service of this sanctifying Sacrament was officiated by
H.H.B. our Father and Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos with
co-celebrant Archbishops according to the Church Order.

After the Blessing of the oil, there was the blessing of the
Archbishops by His Beatitude, and of Himself by each of the
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Archbishops; the faithful were also blessed by His Beatitude
and the Archbishops.

From Secretariat-General
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