THE FUNERAL SERVICE OF THE
HOLY SEPULCHRE MONK
PANTELEIMON

The Funeral Service of the Holy Sepulchre Monk Panteleimon
Andronikos was held on the morning of Wednesday, August 3/16,
2023. He slept in the Lord on Thursday, July 28/August 10,
2023, due to a heart attack in his hometown Kythera. The
Funeral Service was held in the holy Church of Saint Theodore
in Kythera under the fraternal care of the Holy Metropolis of
Kythera and Antikythera in consultation with H.H.B. our Father
and Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos.

The night before that, the complete Monastic Funeral Service
was sung to the deceased.

The funeral service was presided over by His Eminence the
Metropolitan of Kythera and Antikythera, Seraphim, in the
concelebration on behalf of the Patriarchate of the Elder
Sacristan of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, His Eminence

Archbishop Isidoros of Hierapolis, the Exarch of the Holy
Sepulchre in Athens Archimandrite Raphael and priests of the
Metropolis of Kythera, as the service was attended by many
faithful, fellow citizens of the deceased, honouring his
memory.

The obituary was delivered by the Elder Sacristan as follows:

“Your Eminence Metropolitan of Kythera and Antikythera
Seraphim,

Reverend Pastor of this Holy Metropolis,
Respected fathers and beloved brothers

The venerable Primate of the Church of Jerusalem, His
Beatitude the Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos III
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commissioned us to represent Him together with the Archbishop
of Hierapolis during the funeral service of the blessed monk
Panteleimon and to place before Your venerable face,
Metropolitan of Kythera, His thanks and gratitude, but also
the sympathy of the Holy Sepulchre Brotherhood for all you did
for the blessed one, and to all those who honour his memory
with their presence in this funeral service. We also convey to
the relatives and friends His sincere participation in their
mourning and His wholehearted Patriarchal wishes for the
repose of the soul of the blessed one, in the land of the
living and in the tents of the righteous.

A sacred duty, but at the same time a sad one, led our steps
to this holy Monastery of Saint Theodore in Kythera, in order
to send to eternity the now-blessed Holy Sepulchre Monk
Panteleimon, who “through death passed into life” and was
transplanted from the earthly army to the triumphant Church in
the heavens, from the earthly to the heavenly, from the
perishable to the imperishable, from the temporal to the
eternal to the bosoms of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, where
“there is no pain, no sorrow, not sighing, but eternal life”.

And where the soul of the departed dances in heavenly
chambers, we, some sensibly and others intellectually, stand
at this sacred moment in the circle of his honourable tent, to
honour him for the last time, to give him our thanks for his
many years of ministry in the Holy Land and to send him
forward with faith and expectation of the Resurrection of
those who sleep in the Lord and the “life of the age to come”.

Humanly, we are saddened by the separation and the deprivation
of his physical presence. We are comforted, however, by the
exhortation of the Apostle Paul to the Thessalonians,
“Brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant of those who are
asleep so that you do not grieve like the rest who have no
hope. If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so may God
raise up with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus”
(Thessal. 4, 13-14). And the late Panteleimon lived in Christ



Jesus and in Christ Jesus he fell asleep.

The late Panagiotis Andronikos of Nikolaos and Maria was born
in Kythera on March 24, 1944. The first encyclical lessons
were taught in Kythera. He went to the Holy City of Jerusalem
on September 21, 1979, and lived in the Holy Lavra of Saint
Savva the Sanctified. He was ordained a monk on August 15,
1981, by his Elder and Spiritual Father of the Lavra
Archimandrite Seraphim, taking the name Panteleimon. From July
23, 1984, until his last day, he served with dedication and
patience as a minister of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and
a watchful guardian of the Holy and Life-giving Tomb of the
Lord. Throughout his ministry, he showed hard work,
consistency and commendable responsibility. In him, the
pilgrims saw a man of God. Because he was friendly, welcoming,
cheerful, eloquent, rough and at the same time sweet,
steadfast and honest. He embraced them all with love and
simplicity, communicating Christ to them and writing His
divine messages in their souls.

In particular, he relayed to them his experiences from his
ministry at the Holy Sepulchre, the infinite miracles he
experienced and his struggles for the preservation of the Holy
Places. He distributed to everyone blessed oil and candle wax
from the Holy Sepulchre, to have them as a blessing in their
homes. That is why he was loved and appreciated by all. And
here now the blessed one has left for endless eternity in the
middle of summer, and is being buried today, one day after the
Theotokos feast of the Dormition, and “he hastens to the
grave, without taking care of the things of futility and hard-
working flesh”.

Therefore, all of us, let us address a fervent request to the
All-Good and Omniscient God, with the supplication of the
hymn:

“May Christ, grant you rest in the land of the living, and the
gates of Paradise will be opened for you, and the kingdom will



be shown to you, and you will be spared the sins of your
earthly life friend of Christ.”

May his memory be eternal.”

The local Metropolitan also spoke, praising the monastic and
Holy Sepulchre zeal of the deceased and his offering to the
Holy Places and his hometown.

As soon as the Funeral Service was dismissed, the ascetic and
fighting monk Panteleimon, who turned to the Lord, was buried
in the Cemetery of the Monastery of Saint Theodore in Kythera.

May his memory be eternal!

From Secretariat-General



