THE THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE EPISCOPAL OFFICE OF
METROPOLITAN KYRIAKOS OF
NAZARETH

On Sunday, 11/24 October 2021, Sunday of the Holy Fathers of

the 7" Ecumenical Synod (AD 787), who restored the holy icons,
His Eminence Metropolitan Kyriakos of Nazareth celebrated the
anniversary of thirty years of prosperous, fruitful and under
good oath Episcopal Office in the Metropolis of Nazareth.

On this occasion, the Episcopal Divine Liturgy was celebrated
at the Shrine of the Holy Church of the Metropolis dedicated
to the Annunciation of the Theotokos. The Liturgy was
officiated by the celebrating Metropolitan Kyriakos of
Nazareth. His Holy Beatitude, our Father and Patriarch of
Jerusalem Theophilos was represented by His Eminence
Archbishop Methodios of Tabor, who came from Jerusalem, and
co-celebrated at the Liturgy along with His Eminence
Metropolitan Joachim of Helenoupolis. Co-celebrants also were,
Elder Kamarasis Archimandrite Nectarios, the Hegoumen of
Tiberias Archimandrite Parthenios and Hierodeacon Eulogios,
the Hegoumens of the Holy Monasteries of Galilee, the Priests
of the Shrine of Nazareth and other Priests from the
neighbouring communities. The Service was attended by the
President of the Nazareth Community, the caretakers of the
Church, Mr Caesar Marjie and a large congregation.

During the service His Eminence Methodios read the address of
His Beatitude as per below:

“To His Eminence, Metropolitan Kyriakos of Nazareth, brother
in Christ and co-celebrant to Our Mediocrity, a holy greeting
in Christ Jesus.
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Through this Patriarchal writing, we joyfully participate in
the gleeful day of your dearly beloved holiness, on the
completion of a prosperous thirty-year ministry in the Holy
Shrine of the Annunciation of the Theotokos, and your God-
pleasing pastoral care in the God-redeemed Holy Metropolis of
Nazareth of our Rum Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem,
congratulating you with all Our heart.

It is indeed right that our reverend flock in Nazareth honours
your holiness, for which you have given yourself in your
Episcopal Office in this Metropolis, defending as a genuine
Hagiotaphite Father the irrefutable privileges and rights of
the Patriarchate in the Holy Land and this is in praise and
benefit of our Holy Congregation and our Rum Orthodox
Patriarchate.

Congratulating again your dearly beloved holiness, and wishing
many happy returns in health and strength, for the benefit you
the flock that has been entrusted to you, we offer you the
holy osculation from the All-holy and Life-giving Sepulchre
and remain.”

At noon, His Eminence Metropolitan of Nazareth offered a meal
and thanked His Beatitude and all who honoured him as follows:

“Your Eminence, Archbishop Methodios of Tabor, Representative
of His Holy Beatitude,

Your Eminence, Holy brother Joachim, Metropolitan of
Helenoupolis,

Reverend Archimandrites,
Beloved Fathers and Brethren,

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the intercessions of
our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and all the Saints, especially of
my patron Saint our Holy glorious Father Kyriakos the
Anchorite, have deemed us worthy to be present today in the



gathering of the Eucharistic Doxology, on the occasion of the
completion of thirty years since that blessed day of my
entrance in the Holy city of Nazareth as a Metropolitan.

I owe special whole-hearted thanksgiving to His Beatitude, our
Father and Patriarch Theophilos, for His Patriarchal support
and care about the needs and the difficulties we face in the
course of our humble Episcopal ministry in Nazareth, as well
as for His Patriarchal blessing today, which is expressed
through the presence of two dear brother Bishops, His Eminence
Archbishop Methodios of Tabor and His Eminence Metropolitan
Joachim of Helenoupolis.

I also thank warmly the President and the members of the
Community Council for their good cooperation and precious help
in the mission of the Metropolis, and also the President and
the members of the Committee of the High Council.

Especially and gratefully, I thank for their love my beloved
Priests, who unceasingly day and night serve our communities
without complaint, these special and blessed people of
Nazareth, and in this manner, we walk down the same path, in
prayer, patience and love, in our feeble strength, but
nevertheless, amidst God’s Providence. To Him belongs all
glory, honour and worship, to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages.
Amen.”

From Secretariat-General



