
THE THIRD DAY OF THE VISIT OF
HIS  BEATITUDE  THE  PATRIARCH
OF JERUSALEM IN ROMANIA
On Saturday morning, November 18/ December 1, 2018, there was
a Service of thanksgiving Doxology to God for His help in the
liberation and unity of the Romanian people as one Orthodox
nation. The service was held on an outdoor platform in front
of the Holy Trinity Cathedral, and despite the sunny weather,
the temperature was six degrees below zero, making the fingers
stiff.  The  service  was  attended  by  the  Princess  and  many
people.

At the end of the Doxology the Patriarch of Romania spoke in
English:

 “Let us defend and cultivate national freedom and unity as
expressions of the dignity of the Romanian people”

The Great Union in Alba Iulia, since which we celebrate 100
years  today,  on  December  1,  2018,  is  the  celebration  of
freedom, unity and dignity of the Romanian people, gained
through many sacrifices and sufferings.

The War of Romanian Unification (1916-1919), as Romanians have
called their participation in the First World War (1914-1918),
aimed  to  unify  all  Romanians  into  one  national
state,  “following  centuries  of  sufferings  endured  in  a
Christian manner” with faith, patience, and hope.

The achievement of national unity on December 1, 1918, was
also possible with the contribution of the Romanian Orthodox
Church, which supported the Great Union of all Romanians. The
Church  was  together  with  the  people  in  every  effort  to
cultivate national consciousness and to affirm the wish of
national unity, in all Romanian provinces, but particularly in
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Transylvania, Bessarabia, and Bukovina.

Through prayer, through speech, by printed books, with the
personal presence and the concrete action of its servants, the
Church was active in the unification process, involved in the
achievement of this ideal through learned hierarchs, patriotic
priests and deacons, theology professors and students with
oratory, persuasion and mobilization skills, but also through
monastics who have taken care of the wounded soldiers, in
monasteries  and  parishes  that  organized  money  and  food
collections,  all  of  them  together  morally  encouraging  and
materially helping the Romanian fighters for national freedom
and unity.

During the 1916-1918 Unification War, more than 250 Romanian
Orthodox priests accompanied the troops of the Romanian army
on the battlefields as military confessors. Some of them died
on the front, others were taken prisoners and deported. Over
200  monks  and  nuns  worked  as  nurses  in  various  campaign
hospitals or on the front, some dying on duty because of
typhus  exanthema.  Hundreds  of  priests  were  investigated,
robbed or expelled from their parishes by the enemy, others
died after being shot in the territories occupied by German
troops. In Transylvania, over 150 priests were thrown into the
Hungarian prisons, some of them being sentenced to death or
years of imprisonment. More than 200 priests were deported to
Western  Hungary,  in  Sopron  County,  where  they  lived  in
inhumane conditions until their release in 1919 by Romanian
troops  (Ref.  Rev.  Prof.  Mircea  Pacurariu,  History  of  the
Romanian  Orthodox  Church,  3rd  ed.  In  Romanian:  Basilica
Publishing House, Bucharest 2013, pp. 471-473).  

Regarding the Great Union in Alba Iulia, on December 1, 1918,
the  1228  official  delegates  in  the  Constituent  National
Assembly  included  many  Church  servants.  The  two  Romanian
Churches in Transylvania (the Orthodox and the Greek- Catholic
Churches) were represented in Alba Iulia by five bishops, four
vicars, ten delegates of the Orthodox consistories (diocesan



councils) and Greek-Catholic collegiate chapter, 129 deans,
one representative of theological-pedagogical institutes, and
two representatives of the students of theology, adding many
other priests who came leading their believers to seal the
century-long desire of the Romanian ancestors to live in one
country without oppression.

Church  servants  were  elected  in  the  Great  Council  of  the
Romanian nation, as well as in the Conducting Council, while
the Romanian Orthodox bishop Carasnebes, Miron Cristea, who
later  became  a  Primate  Metropolitan  (1919),  and  then  the
Patriarch of Greater Romania (1925), as well as the Greek-
Catholic  Bishop  of  Gherla,  Iuliu  Hossu,  were  elected  as
members of the four-person delegation who presented the Union
Act to King Ferdinand in Bucharest.

Now, celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Great Union of
December 1, 1918, we want to pay homage of gratitude to all
those who contributed to the achievement of the greatest ideal
of our history.

As an act of commemoration of the 1918 Great Union founders,
on this Centennial anniversary, on November 25, together with
His  Holiness  Bartholomew,  Archbishop  of  Constantinople  and
Ecumenical Patriarch, and the hierarchs of the Holy Synod of
the  Romanian  Orthodox  Church,  we  consecrated  the  Romanian
People’s  Salvation  Cathedral  or  the  National  Cathedral  in
Bucharest, a symbol of Romanian spirituality and unity, which
draws together the love for God of a Christian, sacrificial,
and generous nation and the gratitude we permanently owe to
the National Heroes.

We are all called to keep and cultivate the gift of national
freedom and unity as a symbol of the dignity of the Romanian
people, acquired with many human sacrifices and many spiritual
and material efforts!

For all the benefactors of the Great Union, we thank today the



Most Holy Trinity, the Protector of the Coronation Cathedral
in Alba Iulia, and we gratefully remember all Romanian heroes
who sacrificed themselves for the freedom, unity and dignity
of the Romanian people.

Today,  all  Romanian  citizens  have  the  duty  to  keep  and
cultivate not only the gift of freedom, but also the gift of
national unity, as a symbol of the dignity of the Romanian
people, in dialogue and cooperation with all peoples of the
world.

Many and blessed years, Romania!

+ DANIEL

Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church

 

After the Doxology, at a nearby building of the Museum there
was a representation of the event of the 1220 delegation of
representatives who came from Transylvania, Bessarabia, and
Bukovina,  and  signed  the  papers  for  the  unity.  The
representation  was  done  by  people  dressed  in  traditional
clothes of the time of the agreement, and people dressed in
contemporary clothes who held two-metre-long bulges, similar
to  those  by  which  they  bulged  in  1918  and  summoned  the
soldiers to war and to the unity of the Romanian people. There
was also the unveiling of three plaques bearing inscriptions
with the names of those who contributed to the unity. These
were followed by the attendance of a parade of groups of laity
dressed in 1918 clothes, who sang national songs, and finally
there  was  the  blessing  of  the  water  by  the  Patriarch  of
Romania at the very high cross-shaped monument of those who
fell in the battlefields in 1918 and a memorial service for
the repose of their souls.

At noon there was a meal offered by Archbishop Eirinaios of
Alba Julia.



In the afternoon of the same day there was the welcoming
reception of the President of Romania Mr. Werner Johannes at
the square of Alba Julia Cathedral.

From this position the President and his associates, along
with Their Beatitudes the Patriarchs returned to the cross-
shaped monument, the symbol of the freedom and unity of the
Romanian  people  and  the  President  with  the  Mayor  cut  the
ribbon to allow their entrance inside.

Consequently at the central square of the city, before the
President  of  the  country,  other  officials  and  Their
Beatitudes, as well as a huge crowd of people, who had filled
the streets and the balconies of the blocks of flats around,
there was a parade of groups of soldiers, tanks, Fire brigade,
artillery,  helicopters,  military  aviation  and  many  other
contemporary weapons for the defense of the Romanian people,
under the music of a philharmonic orchestra.  

Thereafter, supper was offered by Archbishop Eirinaios of Alba
Julia, and finally the Patriarchal entourage travelled by car
via Sibiu, and by plane back to Bucharest. His Beatitude the
Patriarch of Jerusalem and His entourage flew from Bucharest
back to Tel Aviv by El-Al airways early on Sunday morning,
December 2, 2018. Glory be to God for all things.

From Secretariat-General

 


