ADDRESS OF HIS BEATITUDE THE
PATRIARCH OF JERUSALEM AT THE
GRADUATION
CEREMONY
IN
RAMALLAH
On Saturday, April 29/May 12, 2018, at the Graduation ceremony
of the Ramallah School Students of the Patriarchate, His
Beatitude our Father and Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos
addressed those present at the ceremony through the Most
Reverend Metropolitan Kyriakos of Nazareth, underlining the
following;

Your Grace Archimandrite Mattheos, Chairman of the Schools
Board of the Patriarchate in the State of Palestine,
Respected School Manager Mr. Richard Zananiri,
Dear parents and teachers,
Tonight’s Graduation Ceremony of the Greek Orthodox School
students of the Patriarchate in the town of Ramallah is a
great honour for us; this is an annual event that brings joy
to all. Our hearts are filled with happiness because we are
among people whom we dearly love. These students would not
have come to this point in their lives, had there not been a
common effort between the school teaching staff and their
families. All of you have been watering this effort with the
water of knowledge, of studying and love for many years; and
today you reap the fruit of this effort and of your hard work.
We make an appeal to all of you to strengthen the relationship
of the school with the family.
Dear Students,

Beloved Children in Christ,
Today is the end of one field of your life and the beginning
of another, similar to your school progress, which is filled
with studying and participation in knowledge. In this new
field you will distinguish the difference between the higher
and the secondary education. For this reason I encourage you
to always seek studying and education, because this is the way
that leads to knowledge and the fulfillment of man’s goals.
All religions lead man in the seeking of wisdom and the civil
laws allow the citizens study at the educational institutions,
in order to contribute to the building to the society and the
elevation of civilization. According to the Old Testament
(Ecclesiastes 2:26) “For God giveth to a man that is good in
his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he
giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to
him that is good before God”.
The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem does not hesitate
when it comes to support its schools and stand by them, and
toil day and night for the provision of all necessary things
in all fields, without distinction for their progress. The
annual students’ ceremonies and distinctions are the greatest
proof of the success and progress of these schools, by the
help of God and the common care of the Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate, “The Mother of Churches” with the School Board.
We would like to congratulate the Management, the Teachers,
and the students for this year’s progress and we wish them
God’s blessing for the success of their goals.
Moreover we pray for the good outcome of the hopes of the
Palestinian people in gaining their freedom, its human rights
and independence under the good leadership of His Excellency
the President of the State of Palestine Mahmoud Abas Abu
Mazen, for the prevailing of universal peace and especially in
the sensitive Middle East region.

Finally, we would like to express our gratitude and respect to
the School Manager Mr. Richard Zananiri, who is responsible
for the great percentage of the school’s success, who works
wholeheartedly for the progress and development of this
school. We would also like to thank all of you and the staff
of this Greek Orthodox institution, with great love and
Patriarchal prayers and blessings.
THEOPHILOS III
PATRIARCH OF JERUSALEM

