METROPOLITAN NIKOLAOS OF
MESOGAIA AND F. ASTERIOS OF
THESSALONIKI VISIT THE
PATRIARCHATE

On Saturday, the 22" of June/5" of July 2014, the Most
Reverend Nikolaos, Metropolitan of Mesogaia and Lavreotiki,
with a group of pilgrims from his Bishopric, including
pilgrims from the parish of St John Chrysostom headed by
father Asterios, visited the Patriarchate.

This large and distinguished group was received by Patriarch
Theophilos and Hagiotaphite Fathers.

His Beatitude spoke of the work of salvation, carried out in
the Holy Land by means of the incarnation, crucifixion and
resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. This work, performed
in the Holy Land by Christ, is extended across the centuries
through His Church. Participating in this work, are pilgrims
visiting the Holy Land in order to venerate.

The head of the group, namely the Most Reverend Nikolaos,
Metropolitan of Mesogaia and Lavreotiki, warmly thanked His
Beatitude for receiving them in the Church of Sion, for the
spiritual work performed by the Church of Jerusalem and for
His words of encouragement to pilgrims.

Addressing His Beatitude, the Most Reverend Metropolitan of
Mesogaia explained that amongst the pilgrims are several
members of the group founded by him in order to console
terminal cancer patients. The group bears the name “Galilee”
to commemorate the work carried out by Jesus in Galilee and
the whole of the Holy Land and to preserve hope, as told in
the Scriptures: “The land of Zebulun and the land of
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Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of
the Gentiles — the people dwelling in darkness have seen a
great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow
of death, on them a light has dawned” (Matthew 4, 15-16).

His Beatitude thanked the Most Reverend Metropolitan of
Mesogaia and Lavreotiki for supporting the Patriarchate
through pilgrimage visits and otherwise, and blessed the
pilgrims before their tour along Mount Sion and the Cenacle.
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