THE PATRIARCHATE OF JERUSALEM
APPEALS FOR RELEASE OF
KIDNAPPED PRELATES

On Thursday, the 3"9/16%" of May 2013, the Holy and Sacred
Synod of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem held a regular meeting
to discuss a number of topics.

Among such topics was the long ongoing captivity of kidnapped
churchmen, their Eminences Paul, Metropolitan of Aleppo and
Alexandretta, brother of his Beatitude John, the Patriarch of
Antioch, and Gregorios, the Bishop of Aleppo, a Prelate of the
Syrian Church.

The Holy and Sacred Synod, having once more strongly condemned
this unacceptable and illegal action, calls for the immediate
and unconditional liberation of the two aforementioned clerics
on the basis of the inalienable right to human freedom and for
the prevalence of peace and conciliation in the country of
Syria and the wider Middle East region.
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